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address myself to what pertains to the bill before 


the House. 


The SPEAKER. The gentleman from New | 


York will proceed in order. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Itis for the House to give 
the gentleman permission to go on. 

The SPEAKER. But itis usual for the House 
to give that permission. 

Mr. HOUSTON. It is hardly usual to give it 
ander such circumstances, when the gentleman 
abuses the privileges of the House. 

Mr. HASKIN. I thought that what [ was say- 
ing was pertinent to this occasion. As there were 
twenty-three of us anti-Lecompton Democrats 
who started out against the Senate bill, and voted 
to adhere to the Crittenden-Montgomery amend- 
vent, | thought that I should state to the House 
vat though that number has been decimated, and 
uch but twelve—the number of the Apostles— 
ries of “ Order!’ *Order!’’] remained, that 
there was not remaining among them aJudas, and 


n 
tl 
t] 
[i 


that we would tothe last maintain our honor. And | 


| thoughtit was pertinentto this case that I should 
show to the House, and to the country, that the 


gentleman from Ohio, and some others acting with | 


him, have seen new light within a few days upon 
this subject, and should ask him to give that light 
to the country. 

Mr. COX. Will the gentleman allow me to 
answer him here? 


Mr. HASKIN. Yes, sir. 


Mr. COX. I stated to the House very frankly 


yesterday, that my first impression was against 
the report of the conference committee. 

Mr. BINGHAM. Oh yes; yes. ; 

Mr. COX. That was my impression at first. 
I did not like the bill as reported from the com- 
mittee of conference. 
stated yesterday. It does not meet my views 
fully. I discussed yesterday the objection I had 
to it, just 
Statesman, to which the gentleman from New 
York referred. In that letter I stated all the ob- 
jections to the bill of the committee of conference 
that occurred to me then, and gave them also as 
the objections of Judge Dovetas. 


I do not like it yet, as 1 | 


exactly as I did in the letter to the Ohio | 


I then went | 


on and asked the best judgment of my friends in | 


Ohio in regard to the passage of this conference 
bil. Lalso gave my opinion upon both sides of 
the matter, but I am free to say that at that time 
my best impression was against this conference 
report, because I then believed it discriminated 
against the free States and in favor of the slave 
States, 

Mr. HASKIN. 
new light. 
Mr. COX. Since that time I have sought the 
st information I could, in the discharge of my 
duty. [ have conversed with Governor Walker 


Since that time you have got 





in relation to this subject. 1 asked his opinion | 


about it, and his opinion in relation to the popu- 
lauon of Kansas, and his statements have con- 
trolled my views in this matter. 

The gentleman from New York knows I have 
acted with him in good faith. He knows that I 
have had great reluctance in taking the ground I 


have taken, and he should not insinuate that Lam 
a Judas. 


Mr. HASKIN. 

udas. 

Mr. COX. You insinuate it. The gentleman 
knows very well that no man, from the Adminis- 
tration Or from any other source, has dared to 
approach me on this subject. Notone. I have 
ki pt myself aloof from all other influences save 
those of an honest mind anda pure heart. I have 


I have not said you were a 


|| objecting. 


decided the question for myself; and any man | 
Who says to the contrary, or insinuates to the | 


contrary, has not a worthy place upon this floor. 


I know that my friend from New York, knowing | 


me as he has done for the last four months, knows 
that I would be unworthy of association with him, 
or with members of this House, if I should betray 
his confidence, or should prove recreant to all I 
ave said and thoughtin reference to this qitestion. 
Mr. HASKIN. I know you said the other 
ay that you were against this bill. 
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Mr. COX. That was my best judgmentat the 
time; but according to my best. information—and 
I appeal to Heaven for the rectitude of my inten- 
tions—this constitution is practically though not 
in form submitted to the people of Kansas. ‘They 
have the choice to accept it or to reject it. On that 
condition being fulfilled as a condition precedent 
to the admission of Kansas, I was willing tocome 
in with my party friends, and do the best I can 
for them, although this bill is not perfect in all 
respects. 

My friend from New York—if the gentleman 
will allow me still to call him friend—does not 
mean to impute anything against my integrity in 
this matter? ’ , 

Mr. HASKIN. I would like now to be al- 
lowed to proceed to give my reasons for opposing 
this bill. 

Mr. COX. Lask the gentleman, in the presence 
of this Elouse, whether he imputes any improper 
motives to me—any falsehood or recreancy on my 
part? i ; : 

Mr. HASKIN. 
determine. 

Mr. COX. “If you do, sir, I have an epithet— 
{Loud cries of ‘* Order’’ and indescribable confu- 
sion. 

The SPEAKER. Gentlemen cannot be per- 
mitted to indulge in personalities in debate. ‘The 
Chair will be under the necessity of calling upon 
the Sergeant-at-Arms to interpose. The Chair 
feels it to be his duty, after the exhibitions we have 
had here, to prohibit anything like personalities 
in debate in future, and he will do it if the House 
will sustain him. 

Mr. COX. The trouble with me has been—— 

{Loud cries of ** Order !”’ 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from New 
York [Mr. Haskin] is entitled to the floor. 

Mr.COX. I[had not quite finished the remark 


I leave that to the country to 


| which I was permitted by the gentleman to make. 


The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ohio 
will please resume his seat. 

Mr. ADRAIN. I hope the gentleman from 
New York will indulge me for just one moment. 
I have been acting with him, and expect to act 
with him to the end of this struggle. 

Mr. BURNETT. [object to this, unless the 
door is to be opened for debate all round. 

Mr. ADRAIN. I have but a word to say in 
relation to my friend from Ohio, [Mr. Cox.] He 


| is certainly placed in an embarrassing position 


| ference. 


| 
it 
| 


here this morning. Bad and improper motives 
might be attributed to him. Now, from the in- 
tercourse I have had with Mr. Cox, from the first 
moment I became acquainted with him down to 
this hour, I believe him to be a pure, high-minded, 
and honorable gentleman. Itis true he haschanged 
his opinion upon this subject, but he had a per- 
fect right to do 80. 

Mr. HUGHES. 

Mr. ADRAIN. 


I object to this. 
Oh, that gentleman is always 
[Laughter.] I thought it due to Mr. 
Cox to say what | have said; and, although he 
differs with me upon this question, to bear 
mony to his character. 

Mr. HASKIN. Mr. Speaker, I desire now to 
give the reasons, very briefly, why I shall vote 
against the bill reported by the committee of con- 
This little episode which has just oc- 
curred, has grown out of the desire on my part to 
vindicate those anti-Lecompton Democrats who 
have remained true to their position. Ll agree with 
the member from Ohio [Mr. Cox] in his written 
statement, that this proposition is the meanest bill 
yet proposed. 

[Cries of ** Good! rood 1°?) 

Mr. COX, (in his seat.) 1] never made such a 
Statement. 

Mr. HASKIN. I agree with the distinguished 
gentleman from Mississippi,{ Mr. Quirman,] that 
under this report of the committee of conference 
there will be a submission of the Lecompton con- 
stitution to the people of Kansas. 

Mr. BOWIE, (in his seat.) 
Laughter. | 
Mr. HASKIN. 


testi- 


I dispute that. 


It is an alternative proposi- 


tion, under which the people of Kansas cat be 
admitted into the Union under the Lecompton 
constitation now, but cannot be admitted under 
any other constitution until they have a popula- 
tion of over ninety-three thousand. I say, sir, 

| that the plan of submission is of'a thimble-rigging 

| character; that it attempts to reach by indirection 
what the South should always attempt to reach 
by direction. 

We have heard gentlemen upon the floor of this 
House advocating the passage of this bill upen 
the doctrine enunciated by the Charleston Mer- 
cury three or four months since, that Kansas is 
now a State under the Lecompton constitution; 

| that that constitution has been regularly adopted; 
that it has been conceived and brought forth le- 
gally; that the only question now is, whether the 
State shall be admitted into the Union or not; but 
that, as‘a State out of the Union, she is, to all 
intents and purposes, now in existence, with a 
| legal constitution, to wit, the Lecompton consti- 
tution. L object to the form of submission under 
| this bill, because it does not, in a direct manuer, 
attain the end which I,as a northern man, should 
have wished to attain. 

Sut the great objection with me is, that by the 
alternative proposition made in this bill, the North 
is degraded, while I think the South is dishon- 
ored. I cansee noreason why, if over ten thou- 
sand people, on the 4th of January last, were in 
| favor of a free-State constitution, and against this 

Lecompton constitution, they should be debarred 
| the privilege, at any time hereafter, of voting in 
| favor of a proposition which will carry out their 
wishes. I know that there are over thirteen mil- 
lions of peopte'in the free States, and only about 
six millions in the slave States, excluding the 
blacks. And to degrade the people of the North, 
by saying that a free-State constitution shall not 
at once be submitted to the people of Kansas, is 
cone of those things which I, as a northern Dem- 
ocrat, must repudiate and protest against. Sir, 
in the last presidential election but little over one 
million votes were cast in the slave States, while 
| over three million votes were cast in the free 
States; and | have yet to learn that three or four 
men in the North ere not as good as three or four 
men in the South, if they are white men, and 
especially if they behave themselves. [Laugh- 
| ter.} IL really and sincerely believe that in-every 
northern State this question will be understood by 
the people, and that if this proposition is carried 
through, the Democratic party in the northern 
States will be dismembered. Itis because | wish 
| to see the Democratic party triamphant in the 
next fall elections, and in 1860, that | oppose the 
passage of this bill. 

Mr. Speaker, in the remarks which I have made 
I have not designed to give offense to the member 
from Ohio, [Mr. Cox,] or to any one else; but I 
have stated facts for the purpose of vindicating 
the twelve or thirteen anti-Lecompton Democrats 
from the North, who, from consistency and pure 
motives, will oppose this measure to the bitter 
end. In accordance with my promise, | now de- 
| mand the previous question. 

‘The previous question was seconded; and the 
main question ordered. 

Mr. CAMPBELL demanded the yeas and nays 
on agreeing to the report of the committee of con- 
ference. 
| The yeas and nays were ordered. 
| ‘The question was taken; and it was decided in 

the affirmative—yeas 112, nays 103; as follows: 

Y EAS—Messrs. Ahl, Anderson, Atkins, Avery, Barks 
| dale, Bishop, Bocock, Bowie, Boyee, Branch, Bryan, Bur- 
} nett, Burns, Caruthers, Caskie, John B. Clark, Clay. Ctem- 

ens, Clingman, Cobb, John Cochrane, Cockerill, Corning, 
Cox, James Craig, Burton Craige, Crawford, Curry, David 
eon, Dewart, Dowdell, Edmundson, Elliott, English, Eustis, 
Fiorence, Foley, Garnett, Gartrell, Gillis, Gilmer, Goode, 
Greenwood. Gregg, Groesbeck, Lawrence W. flall, Hateh, 
| Hlawkins, Hopkins, Houston, Hughes, Huyler, Jackson, 
| Jenkiys, Jewett, George W. Jones. J. Glancy Jones, Owen 

Jones, Keitt, Kelly, Jacob M. Kunkel, Lamar, Landy, Law- 

rence, Leidy, Letcher, Maclay, McQueen, Mason, May- 
nard, Miles, Miller, Millson, Moore, Niblack, Pendleton, 

Peyton, Phelps, Phillips, Powell, Ready, Reagan, Reilly, 
|} Ruffin, Russell, Sandidge, Savage, Scales, Scott, Searing, 
|} Seward, Menry M. Shaw, Shorter, Sickles, Dingieton, 
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Stevenson, Talbot, Trippe, Ward, Watkins, White, White- 


Samuel A. Smith, William Smith, Staliworth, Stephens, } 
| 
i} 


jey, Winslow, Woodson, Wortendyke, Augustus R. Wright, 
John V. Wright, and Zollicoffer—112. 

NAYS—Meessrs. Abbott, Adrain, Andrews, Bennett, Bil- 
linghurst, Bingham, Blair, Bliss, Gonham, Brayton, Buffin- 
ton, Burlingame, Burroughs, Campbell, Case, Chaffee, 
Chapman, Ezra Clark, Horace F. Clark, Clawson, Clark 
B. Cochrane, Colfax, Comins, Covode, Cragin, Curtis, 
Damrell, Davis of Maryland, Davis of Indiana, Davis of 
Massachusetts, Davis of lowa, Dawes, Dean, Dick, Dodd, 
Durfee, Edie, Farnsworth, Fenton, Foster, Giddings, Gil- 
man, Gooch, Goodwin, Granger. Grow, Robert B. Hall, 
Harlan, J. Morrison Harris, Thomas L. Harris, Haskin, 
Hickman, Hoard, Howard, Kellogg, Kelsey, Kilgore, 
Knapp, Leach, Leiter, Lovejoy, McKibbin, Humphrey 
Marshall, Samuel S. Marshall, Morgan, Edward Joy Mor- 
ris, Isanc N. Morris, Freeman H. Morse, Oliver A. Morse, 
Mott, Murray, Nichols, Olin, Palmer, Parker, Pettit, Pike, 
Potter, Pottle, Quitman, Ricaud, Ritchie, Robbins, Roberts, | 
Royce, Aaron Shaw, John Sherman, Judson W. Sherman, 
Robert Smith, Spinner, Stanton, William Stewart, Tappan, 
Thayer, ‘Tompkins, Underwood, Wade, Walbridge, Wal- | 
dron, Walton, Eilitu B. Washburne, Israeli Washburn, 
and Wilson—103. 


So the report was agreed to. 

Pending the call of the yeas and nays, 

Mr. FAULKNER, when his name was called, 
naid he regretted he could not cast his vote in the 
affirmative. fle had paired off with Mr. Morrie. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, stated that Mr. 
Srewart, of Maryland, had paired off with Mr. 
‘Tnompson. 

Mr. BOWIE said: Mr. Speaker, is my name 
recorded ? 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman’s name is re- 
corded in the affirmative. 

Mr. BOWIE. Mr. Speaker, we are told that | 
Rome was once saved by the gabbling of geese: | 
our glorious country is now saved by the babbling | 
of—statesmen. [Laughter, and calls to order.} 
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of lowa, Dawes, Dean, Dick, Dodd, Durfee, Edie, Farns- | 
worth, Fenton, Foster, Giddings, Gilman, Gooeh, Goodwin, 
Granger, Grow, Robert B. Hall, Harlan, J. Mortison Harris, | 
‘Thomas L. Harris, Haskin, Hickman, Hoard, Howard, Kel- | 
logg, Kelsey, Kilgore, Knapp, Leac!, Leiter, Lovejoy, Me- 
Kibbin, Samuel 8. Marshal!, Morgan, Edward Joy Morris, 
Isaac N. Morris, Freeman H. Morse, Oliver A. Morse, Mott, 
Murray, Nichols, Olin, Palmer, Parker, Pettut, Pike, Potter, 
Pottle, Ricand, Ritchie, Robbins, Roberts, Royce, Aaron | 
Shaw,John Sherman, Judson W. Sherman, Robert Smith, 
Spinner, Stanton, William Stewart, Tappan, Thayer, 
Tompkins, Underwood, Wade, Walbridge, Waldron, Wal- 
ton, Etlibu B. Washburne, Israel Washburn, and Wilson— 
100. 

So the motion to reconsider was laid on the 


table. 


Pending the call of the roll, Mr. Marsuanu, of | 


Kentucky, stated that he had paired off with Me. 
Smita, of Tennessee. 


Mr. BONHAM said: Upon reflection, I think 


I have not given the vote I should have given. | 


| As this bill cannot be amended if the vote is 


reconsidered, I change my vote and vote in the | 


affirmative. 
TARIFF COMMITTEE. 
Mr. STANTON. 
tion, which will occupy the House but a moment. 


| The select committee appointed to investigate the 


_expenditure of money to procure the passage of | 


Mr. TAYLOR, of New York, said he regretted || 


exceedingly that his pair with the gentleman from | 
Maine, [Mr. Woop,} prevented him from voting | 


Mr. TAYLOR, of Louisiana, stated that he 
had paired off with Mr. Kunken, of Pennsylvania, 
or he should have voted for the bill. 

Mr. NICHOLS stated that his colleague, Mr. 
aig had paired off for the day with Mr. 

ILL. 

Mr. GROW stated that Mr. Monreomenry had 
paired off with Mr. Warnen. 

Mr. RITCHIE stated that Mr. Purviance had | 
paired of with Mr, Dimmick. 

Mr. BISHOP stated that his colleague, Mr. | 
Arno tp, had paired off with Mr. Wasusvurn, of 
Wisconsin. 

Mr. BRYAN said: Because the South votes 
“ay,” I vote *‘ay.”’ 

The vote having been announced, 

Mr. ENGLISH moved to reconsider the vote | 
by which the report of the committee of confer- 
ence was agreed to, and also moved to lay the 
motion to reconsider on the table. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois, called for the 
yeas and nays on the latter motion. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I hope the gentleman will 


the tariff of 1857, have instructed me to offer the 
following resolution: 


Resolved, That the select committee appointed to investi- | 
gate the expenditure of money to procure the passage of the | 
tariff of 1857, have power to authorize any two members of | 


said committee to take the testimony of any Wiiness, who, 
by reason of sickness or any other cause, caunot he brought 


before said committee, at such time and place as the mem- | 
bers so authorized may deem expedient; and that they have | 


leave to sit during the sittings of the House. 
I desire to say to the House that a witness, 


whose testimony is deemed very material by the | 
committee, cannot be brought on to Washington. | 


| Itis not desirable that the whole committee should 
in the affirmative. 1) 


/mony of this witness. 


be compelled to travel any considerable distance 
to take testimony. The committee, therefore, 
thought it would relieve them from all difficulty 
if the Elouse would authorize them to detail two 
of their number to proceed and take the testi- 
That is all. I presume 
there will be no objection. 

Mr. HOUSTON. 
lution at present, unless I hear something more 
about it. I do not understand it very well, but it 
seems to be an invasion of, or a very marked de- 
parture from, the proceedings of committees of 
the House heretofore. 1 desire to know whether 
the witness will not be able to be here before the 
session closes? It does seem to me that these in- 


vestigating committees have already takena very | 


wide range in eliciting the truth on the subjects 
they were authorized to investigate, and that if 


| this witness will be likely to be able to be here at 


withdraw his call for the yeas and nays. The bat- | 


tle is over. 
Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I do not 
withdraw the demand. ‘The battle is not over. | 
wall fight it out to the last. 
Mr. MORGAN. If the gentleman does with- 
draw the demand, I will renew it. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 113, nays 100; as follows: 
Y EAS—Messrs. Abl, Anderson, Atkins, Avery, Barks 
dalc, Bishop, Bocock, Bonham, Bowie, Boyce, Branch, 
ryan, Burnett, Burns, Caruthers, Caskie, John B. Clark, 
Clay, Clemens, Clingman, Cobb, John Cochrane, Cock 
ert, Corning, Cox, James Craig, Burton Craige, Crawford, 
Curry, Davidson, Dewart, Dowdell, Edmundson, Eliiott, 
English, Eustis, Florence, Foley, Garnett, Gartrell, Gillis, | 
Gilner, Goode, Greenwood, Gregg, Groesbeck, Lawrence | 
W. Hall, Hateh, Hawkins, Hopkins, Houston, Hughes, 
liuyler, Jackson, Jenkins, Jewett, George W. Jones, J. 
Glancy Jones, Owen Jones, Keitt, Kelly, Jacob M. Kunkel, | 
Lamar, Landy, Lawrence, Leidy, Letcher, Maciay, Me- 
Queen, Mason, Maynard, Miles, Miller, Millson, Moore, | 
Niblack, Pendleton, Peyton, Phelps, Phillips, Powell, Quit- | 
man, Ready, Reagan, Reilly, Ruffin, Russell, Sandidge, | 
Savage, Scales, Scou, Searing, Seward, Henry M. Shaw, 
Shorter, Sickles, Singleton, William Smith, Stallworth, 
Stephens, Stevenson, Talbot, Trippe, Ward, Watkins, 
White, Whiteley, Winslow, Woodson, Wertendyke, Au- | 
gustus R. Wright, John V. Wright, and Zollicofer—113. 
NAYS—Messrs. Abbott, Adcain, Arnold, Bennett, Bil- 
lingborst, Bingham, Blair, Bliss, Brayton, Buflinton, Bur 
lingame, Burroughs, Campbell, Case, Chaffee, Chapman, | 
Ezra Clark, Horace F, Clark, Clawson, Clark B. Cochrane, 
Colfax, Comins, Covode, Cragin, Curtis, Damreil, Davis of 
Maryland, Davis of Indiana, Davis of Massachusetts, Davis | 


any time before the termination of the session it 
will be infinitely better to wait, than to depart from 
the rules of the House. 

There are two reasons why I think this resolu- 
tion ought not to pass, unless the circumstances 
are such as to leave us no discretion. In the first 


place I object to giving committees permission to | 
travel all over the country; and then again, in my | 


opinion, it is improper that one or two members 


of a committee shall be permitted to take testi- 


| in this. 


mony which must be indorsed by the whole com- 


mittee, and which the whole House is called upon | 


to indorse. 


Mr. STANTON. The only effect of this res- 


olution is to authorize two to make a quorum in- | 


stead of three, which the rules now require. As 
I understand it, that is the only change which it 
makes in that particular. 

Mr. HOUSTON. The gentleman is mistaken 


rial point. ‘The committees of all descriptions of 
this House, have their regular place of meeting. 
This resolution authorizes this committee instead 
of meeting in their room, to meet in New York, 


| New Orleans, San Francisco, or any other point; 


for when you once depart frora the rule, a major- 
ity of the committee may authorize a minority to 
go all over the country. 


Mr. MAYNARD. I wish to ask the gentleman | 


from Ohio a single question. I wish to know 
whether this resolution meets the concurrence of 


' the entire committee ? 


Mr. STANTON, Certainly; it is reported with 
the unanimous consent of the committee. I wish 


to say that the witness whose testimony it is de- 
sired should be taken is in Philadelphia, and that 


I rise to a privileged ques- | 


I shall object to that reso- 


It is a departure in another very mate- | 





. 

April 30, 
| two members of the committee will only be absent 
| for two days from the sessions of the House. That 
| is the extent of the power sought to be conferred 
| upon the committee by this resolution. The com. 
_mittce regard the testimony as exceedingly jn. 

portant. We have delayed to close the report for 

a considerable time, for several weeks, waitino 
| for the testimony of this single witness. It is noj 
probable that he can be brought here during th, 
session, on account of the state of his health, W. 
do not believe the facts can be developed satisfac. 
torily without this testimony. The gentleman 
from Alabama, [Mr. Moore,] and myself shal) 
to-morrow, proceed to Philadelphia, if the House 
gives authority. I call the previous question Upon 
the resolution. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered to be put. 

The resolution was adopted. 

Mr. STANTON moved to reconsider the yote 
| just taken; and also moved that the motion to re. 
|, consider be laid upon the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


PERSONAL EXPLANATION. 
Mr. CLARK, of New York. Mr. Speaker, | 


| desire to call the attention of the House, fora few 
moments, to the subject of the misunderstanding, 
which we all regretted to observe this morning, 
between my friend and colleague from New York, 
{Mr. ants and my friend from Ohio, [Mr, 
Cox.] Lam the personal friend of both of these 
gentlemen, and I have sympathized with both 
from the time that this unfortunate Kansas entan- 
glement arose. At this hour each has my entire 
confidence; and no one, sir, has regretted more 
than [have thatany such misunderstanding should 
have arisen. 

I have been present at a personal interview be- 
tween these gentlemen; and I desire to inform 
the House, in whose presence their unfriendly 
controversy took place, that my colleague was 
| actuated in what he said by reflections, not unnat- 
ural, but nevertheless, in my opinion, unwarrant- 
able. My colleague felt irritated, because he had 
supposed that, in the remarks which my friend 
from Ohio [Mr. Cox] made yesterday, when aban- 
doning his recent associates, that he had taken 
occasion to send back a Parthian arrow into the 
camp from which my colleague supposed that he 
had fled. But, sir, an explanation has taken 
place; and, on referring to the remarks made by 
the gentleman from Ohio, they do him, in my 
judgment signal honor; and the critical examina- 
tion of them has removed from the mind of my 
colleague all suspicion that the abandonment by 
my friend from Ohio of the platform upon which, 
but a few days since, he, my colleague from New 
| York, and myself stood, was influenced by any 
improper motive. I believe it is an abandonment 
that has resulted from principle; and that there- 
fore the path which he followed was the path of 
duty and the path of honor. I am instructed by 
my friend and colleague [Mr. Haskin] to say 
that he withdraws any imputation upon the per- 
sonal integrity of my friend from Ohio; and | am 
authorized by the honorable gentleman from Ohio 
to say that he cheerfully accepts the explanation 
which I have risen to make. ‘ 

Mr. NICHOLS. This Kansas question is dis- 
posed of, and heretofore, I think, it has been cus- 
tomary, after a great excitement, to have a calm; 
therefore I move that when the House adjourns 
it adjourn to meet on Monday next. 

Mr. MORGAN demanded the yeas and nays. 

‘The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 81, nays 74; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Ahl, Anderson, Bennett, Bishop, Blair, 
| Bonham, Bowie, Boyce, Bryan, Barns, Burroughs, Ct 
| ruthers, Caskie, Ezra Clark, Horace F. Clark, John B. 
Clark, Clay, Clemens, Clark B. Cochrane, John Cochrane, 
Cockerill, James Craig, Burton Craige, Crawford, Davis! 
Indiana, Davis of Towa, Dean, Dick, Dowdell, Elie, Rd- 
mundson, Elliott, Eustis, Fenton, Florence, Gartrel! Goode, 
Groesbeck, Lawrence W.Hall, Haskin, Hawkins, Hughes, 
Keitt, Kellogg, Jacob M. Kunkel, Lamar, Leidy, Letcher, 
MekKibbin, McQueen, Humphrey Marshall, Mason, Miles, 
Moit, Niblack, Nichols, Olin, Phelps, Powell, Quitman, 
Reagan, Reilly, Ruffin, Russell, Searing, Aaron Shaw, Jud- 
son W. Sherman, Sickles, Singleton, Samuel A. Smith, 
William Smith, Spinner, Stallworth, Stevenson, W iia 
Stewart, Talbot, Miles Taylor, White, Whiteley, Augustus 
R. Wright, and Zollicoffer—s1. ; 

NAYS—Mesers. Abbott, Andrews, Bingham, Bliss, Bo- 
cock, Branch, Brayton, Buflinton, Burlingame, Burnett, 
Case, Chaffee, Clawson, Cobb, Colfax, Comins, Coyode, 
Cox, Cragin, Curtis, Daunrell, Davis of Massachusetts, De- 
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Dodd, Faulkner, Foley, Foster, Garnett, Giddings, 
Gilman, Granger, Greenwood, Grow, Robert B. Hall, Har- 
on Thomas L. Harris, Hickman, Houston, Howard.George 


wart, 


w. Jones, J. Glaney Jones, Owen Jones, Kelly, Kelsey, 
Kilgore. Knapp, Leach, Leiter, Lovejoy, Samuel 8. Mar- 
shall. Millson, Morgan, Edward Joy Morris, Freeman UH. 
Morse, Peyton, Ready. Ricaud, Ritchie, Robbins, Roberts, 


Royce, Sandidge, Scales, Henry M. Shaw, John Sherman, 
ets ‘aton, Tappan, Tompkins, Wade, Walbridge, Waldron, 
Wahon, Eliibu B. Washburne, and Israeli Washburn—74. 


So the motion was agreed to. 
MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


A message was received from the Senate, by | 


Mr. Hickey, their Chief Clerk, notifying the 
House that that body had agreed to the report of 
the committee of conference on the disagreeing 
yotes of the two Houses on the Kansas bill. 
MINNESOTA CENSUS EXPENSES. 


The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- 


munication from the Secretary of the Interior, | 


ransmitting a statement of the expenses of taking 


t ; A , : 
the census of Minnesota Territory; which was | 


ferred to the Committee of Ways and Means, 
and ordered to be printed. 

And then, on motion of Mr. FLORENCE, 
the House (at half past three o’clock, p. m.) 
adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Monpay, Wey 3, 1858. 
Prayer by Rev. C. H. Hatt. 


The Journal of Friday last was read and ap- | 


proved. 
PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS, 

Mr. SEWARD presented the petition of Mat- 
thew Flausburgh,a soldier in the war of the Revo- 
lution, praying for a pension; which was referred 
to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. HALE presented a petition of Joseph Hum- 
phries, praying that the Secretary of the Navy 
may be authorized to test his patent ‘* floating 
anchor or drag,’’ for vessels to ride by in heavy 
gales of wind at sea, with a view to its adoption 
in the Navy; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Naval Affairs. 


He also presented a memorial of John Beeson, | 
praying for a warrant for lands on which he had | 


settled in Oregon, and from which he was driven; 
and also indemnity for losses resulting from the 
same; which was referred to the Committee on 
Claims. 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 

Mr. FOSTER, from the Committee on Pen- 
sions, to whom was referred the memorial of James 
McCutcheon, praying for an increase of his pen- 
sion, reported adversely thereon, and asked to be 


discharged from its further consideration; which 


was agreed to. 
Mr. TRUMBULL, from the Committee on Pat- 
ents and the Patent Office, to whom was referred 


the memorial of M. C. Gritzner, submitted a re- | 


port, accompanied by a bill (S. No. 308) for his 
relief. ‘The bill was read, and passed to a second 


reading; and the report was ordered to be printed. | 


Mr. EVANS, from the Committee to Auditand 


Control the Contingent Expenses of the Senate, to | 


whom was referred the resolution by Mr. Foot, 
on the 26th of January last, in relation to the com- 
pensation of the first or principal messenger in the 
office of the Secretary of the Senate, reported it, 
with an amendment. 

Mr.1VERSON, from the Committee on Claims, 
to whom was referred the petition of Samuel H. 
Taylor, submitted a report, accompanied by a bill 


(S. No. 306) for the relief of Samucl H. Taylor. | 


The bill was read, and passed toa second reading; 
and the report was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, from the Com- 
mittee on Printing, to whom was referred the re- 
port of the Secretary of the Navy, in answer to 
a resolution of the Senate for information in re- 
lation to the publication of the results of the Uni- 


ted States naval exploring expedition to the North | 
Pacific ocean and China seas, and also of the re- || 


sults of the United States naval expedition to the 
La Plata rfver, reported in favor of printing the 
Same; and the report was agreed to. 


AGRICULTURAL COLLEGE IN IOWA. 


Mr. HARLAN. The Committee on Public | 


-ands, to whom was referred the memorial of the 
egislature of the State of lowa, asking Congress 


to divert the grant of land heretofore made to that |; United States courts in the Territory of Utah;and | 


TH 


j 


lege, have instructed me to report a joint resolu- 
tion to accomplish that object; and as T suppose 
there will be no objection to its passage, I ask for 
its consideration now. 

The joint resolution (S. No. 39) removing the 
restrictions upon a certain grantof five sections of 
land to the State of lowa, was read, and considered 
as in Committee of the Whole. As the State of 
lowa is desirous of diverting the five sections of 
|| land granted by Congress to that State for complet- 

ing its public buildings to other purposes, the capi- 
tal ofthat State having been changed since the grant 
of the five sections of land was made, the joint 
resolution proposes to rescind the restriction im- 
| posed by the third subdivision of the sixth section 
of the act granting the land, and to release to the 
State of Iowa all the right, title, and interest of the 
| United States, in and to those sections of land. 
It was reported to the Senate without amend- 
| ment, ordered to be engrossed fora third reading, 
read the third time, and passed. 


NOTICE OF A BILL. 

Mr. PUGH gave notice of his intention to ask 
leave to introduce a bill to authorize the circuit 
and district courts to provide for the service of 
process whenever a vacancy exists in the office 

| of marshal of the United States. 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 


|| Mr. KENNEDY asked, and by unanimous 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 
304) to establish a line of mail steamships between 

| certain ports in the United States and Great Brit- 
ain; which was read twice by its title, and referred 
to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads. 

Mr. BRIGHT asked, and by unanimous con- 
sent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 
305) to complete the construction of military 
roads in the Territory of Washington; which was 
read twice by its title, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs and Militia, 

Mr. HAMLIN asked, and by unanimous con- 
sent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 
307) to authorize the Secretary of the Treasury 
to sell the old custom-house and site, in Bath, 
Maine, and for other purposes; which was read 
twice by its title, and referred to the Committee 
on Commerce. 

PURCHASE OF LIME POINT. 


Mr. BRODERICK 1submitted the following 
resolution; which was considered by unanimous 
consent, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be, and is hereby, 
requested to inform the Senate what contracts, if any, have 
been entered into by the Department for the purchase of 
Lime Point, in California, for military purposes. 

CALIFORNIA WAR CLAIMS. 


Mr. GWIN submitted the following resolution; 
which was considered by unanimous consent, and 
agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs and 
Militia be, and they are hereby, instructed to inquire into 
the expediency of providing by law for the payment of such 
claims against the United States as have been favorably 
reported upon by the board of Army officers, (appointed 
under the sixth section of the act approved August 31, 1852,) 
in their report to Congress dated December 5, 1854, 


ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 


A message was received from the House of 
Representatives by Mr. AuxEn, its Clerk, inform- 
ing the Senate that the Speaker had signed the 
following enrolled billsand jointresolution; which 
thereupon received the signature of the Vice Pres- 
ident. 

An act (S. No. 36) to provide for the issuing, 
service, and return, of original and final process 
in the circuit and district courts of the United 
States in certain cases. 

Anact (S. No. 76) to incorporate Gonzaga Col- 
lege, in the city of Washington and District of 
Columbia. 

An act (S. No. 97) to incorporate the Benevo- 
lent Christian Association of Washington city. 

An act (S. No. 111) to alter the times of hold- 
| ing the circuit and district courts of the United 
States for the district of Vermont. 

An act (S. No. 161) for the admission of the 
State of Kansas into the Union. 

A joint resolution (S. No. 22) providing for 


|, the payment of certain expenses of holding the || 
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State for public buildings, to an agricultural col- || _ An act (H. R. No. 306) to sup ly deficiencies 


in the sppropelions for the service of the fiscal 
year ending the 30th of June, 1858. 
INTERNAL IMPROVEMENTS. 
Mr. CHANDLER. I desire now to call up the 


resolution I offered last week, directing the Com- 


| mittee on Commerce to report the bill referred to 


them, making an appropriation for deepening the 
channel over the St. Clair flats, in the State of 
Michigan. 


The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as 


| in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to con- 


sider the following resolution submitted by Mr. 


| CHANDLER on the 24th of April: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed 


to report the bill heretofore referred to them, making an ap- 


propriation for the completion of the channel over the St. 


| Clair flats in the State of Michigan, and that the appropri- 
| ation be reduced to $55,000. 


Mr. CHANDLER. I do not propose to dis- 
cuss this proposition, but I should like to have a 
vote upon it. I hold in my hand a report of the 
engineer of the work, stating that he has now four 
dredges and two tug-boats at work on the flats, 
and he estimates that $55,000 will finish the chan- 
nel. The channel has stood much better than he 
anticipated—in fact, is unimpaired; and this little 
appropriation of $55,000 will complete the work. 
I hope the Senate will allow this resolution to 
come to a vote as a test question. 

Mr. CLAY. I must object to the consideration 
of the resolution at this time. The entire com- 


| mittee, with perhaps a single exception, is com- 
| mitted against making any appropriations for 


works of internal improvement during this ses- 
sion, unless they be indispensable for the preser- 
vation of works already constructed to prevent 


| their decay and destruction; and hence the reso- 


| lution must Jead to debate. 


I certainly shall re- 


| sist any such instruction to the committee. I trust 


however, it will be laid over until another day. 


Indeed, I have a right to object to its considera- 
tion now. 


Mr. CHANDLER. 
once. 

Mr. HAMLIN. Itis now under consideration. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The chair will 
inform the Senator from Alabama that the reso- 
lution is now before the body by a vote of the 
Senate. It has not been offered to-day: it was 
offered on a previous occasion. 

Mr. CLAY. Then I move to lay the resolu- 


tion on the table, as I do not wish to invoke any 
discussion now. 


Mr. CHANDLER. The vote on that will be 
just as satisfactory as a test question. On that 
motion, therefore, I call for the yeasand nays. I 
desire this to be a test vote on the appropriation. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. SEWARD. _I desire to say that the hon- 
orable Senator from Massachusetts (Mr. Wiison ) 
has been called home for a day or two, and has 
paired off with the honorable Senator from Lou- 
isiana, (Mr. Bensamin.) I was made an umpire 


It has been objected to 


| to decide what should be party questions between 


the two gentlemen. I think I shall decide that 


| they have paired off on this question. 


The question being taken, resulted—yeas 20, 
nays 21, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Bayard, Biggs, Bigler, Clay, 
Evans, Vitzpatrick, Green, Hammond, Houston, Hunter, 
Iverson, Johnson of Arkansas, Johnson of Tennessee, Ken- 
nedy, Mason, Pugh, Sebastian, Slidell, and Toombs—20. 

NAYS—Messrs. Bell, Bright, Broderick, Chandler, Col- 


| lamer, Crittenden, Doolittle, Fessenden, Foot, Foster, 
| Gwin, Hale, Hamlin, Harlan, Jones, King, Polk, Seward, 


Simmons, Stuart, and Trumbull—21, 


So the motion to lay on the table was not agreed 
to 


Mr. CLAY. 
lution. 

The Secretary read it. 

Mr.CHANDLER. Lhold in my handa letter 
from the engineer in charge of the work, in which 


I call for the reading of the reso- 


he says. 


“The work upon St. Clair flats has been recommenced ; 


| and Lam happy to inform you that my examinations prove 


| that the cut made last year remains constant. 


It has not 
filled up as many predicted. , 

“Three dredges and one tug are now at work widening 
the cut. I expect another dredge and another tug from 
Buffalo for this work in afew days. With these four dredges 
and two steam tugs, the remnant of the last appropriation 
will soon be used up. Therefore I bave considerable anx- 
iety in relation to the addition for which Congress has been 
asked. Upon the fate of that bill depends the question of 
success.”? 
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I likewise have his estimate stating that $55,000 
will complete this great work. ‘There is around 
that channel a detour of nearly seven miles; more 
than four hundred million dollars of commerce are 
passing over that cut every year; and the stall 
sum of $55,900 will complete a channel that will 
every year save four or five times that amount. 
I trust this matter will be brought toa vote. I 
shall not undertake to discuss it. It is a plain 
proposition. I shall only say that unless this 
appropriation be made, and made very soon, the 
money which has been previously expended will 
be useless and wasted. 

Mr. CLAY. This resolution is a very unusual 
and extraordinary one in its character, and it is 
supported in a most extraordinary manner. For 
the Senate to assume to instruct the Committee 
on Commerce what they shall do in relation to 
any measure referred to that committee, is tanta- 
mount to taking from them al! discretion or judg- 
ment about the bill proposed. Lt is idle for the 
committee to seek information from the ‘Treasury 
Department or the War Department in relation 
to these works, if that is all to go for naught, and 
they are simply to be the registers of the will of 
the Senate, as they may dictate it here ina vote of 
instruction. ‘These matters have all been under 
the consideration of the committee. ‘They have 
sought information about them from the proper 
sources in the Government; and here comes for- 
ward the Senator from Michigan, and upon the 
authority of a private letter to him, offers informa- 
tion to the Senate not obtained from other sources, 
and seeks, by offering that information, to in- 
struct the Committee on Commerce what they 
shall do. 

Now, sir, the very proposition, when explained, 
should work its own condemnation. Whatis the 
use of our having Cabinet officers to sit at the 
other end of the avenue? What is the use of hav- 
ing a board of engineers to supervise these works, 
and to report to the War Department what is re- 
quisite; if all this is to be put aside or outweighed 
by testimony communicated by an officer in a pri- 
vate letter to a member of the Senate? 

Why, sir, | regard itas insulting to the commit- 
tee to instruct them to report a bill witha particular 
amount of appropriation for any particular work. 
For myself, | would spurn such instructions. | 
would refuse to do so if it was contrary to my 
own judgment. I might report the bill back for 
the action of the Senate; but as to sitting in a 
committee-room merely to register the edicts of a 
majority of the Senate, | should scorn myself if 
I were capable of doing it. Now, sir, I think that 
the Senate certainly voted against laying this res- 
olution on the table without due consideration. 
Where are the reports of the board of engineers? 

Mr. CHIANDLER,. Before the committee— 
submitted by me. 

Mr. CLAY. Where is the report of the Sec- 
retary of War? 

Mr. CHANDLER. Before the committee. 

Mr, CLAY. How does the Senate know that 
this work has the approval of that officer? I sub- 
mit that this is a most inappropriate way, and a 
most unusual manner of proceeding in the Senate 
—one thatis without the warrant of any precedent, 
so far as I know, and one that I hope will not be 
followed. I trust that the Senate will not vote for 
this resolution. If they do so, it will be followed, 
doubtless, by similar resolutions offered by other 
Senators interested in local works, and the conse- 
quence will be that your Committee on Commerce 
will dwindle into utter insignificance and useless- 
ness, and you might as well abolish it. 

Mr. HAMLIN. Lam myself gratified that the 
Senator from Michigan has seen fit to offer this 
resolution for the consideration of the Senate. I 
view it in an entirely different light from the chair- 
man of the Committee on Commerce. I think it 
is appropriate; I think itis just; I think the action 
of that committee demanded this resolution. 

The Senator from Alabama inquires of us of 
what use are Cabinet officers; of what use are to- 
pographical engineers, if the Senate is to take the 
direction of these matters into its own hands? 
Well, sir; [ do not know that we have these per- 

sons, appropriately or specifically for the purpose 
of following precisely what they say. We listen 
to all they have to say, and we shall be guided by 
whatever they say so far as it commends itself 
to or reeene not beyond that. But Laska 
question, I think quite as pertinent: what is the 


| use of a Senate, if the Committee on Commerce, 


or Cabinet officers, or topographical engineers, 
are to control it? Now, sir, | think this Commit- 
tee on Commerce is the creature of the Senate, is 
within its control; and when a majority of that 
committee, in their own judgment, come to a con- 
clusion that does not meet the judgment of the Sen- 
ate, what is the use of having a Senate if you do 
not direct the committee what to do? If they are 
anything more thanthe mere servantsof thisbody, 
I should like very well to know what they are. 
If the Committee on Commerce is to control all 
these matters, without reporting a solitary bill 
back to this body, so that the Senate_may either 
affirm or reject that report, L ask again, what is 
the use of having aSenate ? Is everything within 
the control of that committee? Are they omnip- 
otent? 

lam not saying that they may not be right in 
theiropinion; Lam notsayingthatthey are wrong; 
but Lam viewing the position in the light in which 
the Senator from Alabama has presented it. The 
Senator has told us this morning himself that the 
Committee on Commerce have agreed to make 
no appropriations except in specific cases, where, 
on examination, it should be found that appro- 
priations were necessary to prevent works from 
going to decay. ‘That is the judgment of the com- 
Is it the judgment of the Senate? That 
is the question. Ido not know that this appro- 


mittee, 


| priation is the strongest one that can be presented; 


I am not well enough informed on the subject to 


judge; but that it is a case of great merit, I do 


know. 

I said, sir, that I was glad this resolution had 
been offered,and simply for this reason: the Com- 
mittee on Commerce, as the chairman has told 
you, have come to the conclusion to make no rec- 
ommendation whatever for works of this charac- 
ter. If that be the sense of the Senate, then there 
is no necessity for the committee taking further 
action. Ifit be not the sense of the Senate, and 
if the Senate, in its judgment, shall deem it ad- 
visable to appropriate any sums for any purposes 


| of this kind, they may take a test vote on this 


resolution, and the committee may report this bill 
back; and while, as I said, | do not know that it 
is the strongest case which may be presented, we 
may get at the judgment of the Senate as to what 
will be done on the question generally; and for 


| that reason [am glad the resolution was offered. 


I take this occasion to say that I did not agree 


_with the majority of the committee in their de- 


|) termination, which has been announced by the 


chairman, and I will state also that I stood alone. 
If a majority of the Senate should be of a different 
opinion from that committee, certainly—here | dif- 


fer with the chairman—l cannot view it as any dis- | 


respect to the committee; I cannot view it as any 
reflection on the committee,inany way. I[ doubt 
not that the committee have acted as they believed 
wisest and best, although their action did not meet 
my judgment then; it does not mect my judgment 
now. I know very well that in the embarrassed 
state of the Treasury, we ouglit to be more guard- 


_ed, more careful, than usual in our expenditures, 


and we ought to make them in a more limited | 
manner than we should be apt to do under a dif- | 
ferent state of things; but that we should make | 


none whatever, I do not agree to. I hope the 
resolution may be allowed to pass the Senate, 
simply for the purpose of sending this one bill 
here,and letting us have the judgment of the Sen- 


/ate upon it; and, according to that judgment, I 
_have no doubt the committee would cheerfully 


act. 
Mr.CLAY. A simple instruction to the com- 
mittee to report back a bill would not in itself be 


| obnoxious to some of the objections which | have 


| character. 


made. 


| to report back a bill appropriating « particular 


sum of money for the improvement of this chan- 
nel; and itis directing the committee, contrary to 
their own judgment, excepting the single Senator 
from Maine, as he has just stated, to report a bill 
which they regard as inexpedient and nme sy ea 
I say that, under these circumstances, suc 


away all discretion from them, and making them 
do what the Senate may dictate, although they 
may disapprove of the particular measure. 

If the Senator from Michigan had simply asked 


But, sir, this is a resolution of a different | 
lt is an instruction to the committee | 


ares- | 
olution is offensive to the committee. It is taking | 
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I should not have opposed it; but to instruct thea’ 
to reporta bill making a particular appropriation 
I do object to, as offensive to the committee,» id 
as unbecoming the Senate. as 

Mr. HAMLIN, The whole of the matter jg . 
a nutshell. A bill has been referred to the Com. 
mittee on Commerce, appropriating a larger sum 
than that which is now named. The engineer says 
to us that a smaller sum will answer, and the 
object is only to diminish the sum. When the })jij 
shall have been reported back with a diminis}y d 
sum, then the whole question will be before tho 
Senate; because, if we act under this resolution. 
what do we do? We report the bill back with ay 
amendment. There will be the bill before the Sen. 


ate as it was originally referred, and the amend. 


ment in compliance with this resolution. Borh 
propositions will be before the Senate, and it js , 
simple direction to reduce the amonnt; that is all, 

Mr. CHANDLER. I will state that I had the 


honor to introduce a bill appropriating $100,009 


| for the completion of this work, which sum, at 


that time, | supposed would be requisite. I afier. 
wards applied at the Department, obtained maps 
and estimates—in fact all the information that 
could be obtained at the Department—and sub. 
mitted it to the committee through the honorable 
Senator from Maine. I do not object at all to the 
amendment to my resolution suggested by the 
chairman, so as to leave it a simple resolution to 
report back the bill. ‘The amount which I have 
named is the precise amount, or varies but a few 
dollars from the amount, which the Department 
says will be requisite to complete the work, [ 
would as soon the committee would report the bill 
in one shape as another. I modify the resolution 
so as to provide merely thatthe committee be in- 


| structed to report back the bill. 


Mr. IVERSON. Ido not myself disagree to 
the principle which is intended to be inaugurated 
in this case, of instructing a committee to reporta 
particular bill. My impression is that that is par- 
liamentary; that if the majority of the body de- 


| sire to have a bill acted upon, an@ it is delayed by 


| the Senate will not pass it. 


a committee for an unreasonable time, or they are 
rather obstinate, the Senate has the right to in- 
struct the committee to report the bill. I do not 
consider it disrespectful to the committee; it isa 
mere question of policy; but I object to the pas- 
sage of this resolution upon principle, and I trust 
It is the commence- 


| ment of a system of internal improvement which 


I think the country is not prepared now to enter 
into; for if this resulution prevails, and the Com- 
mittee on Commerce be instructed to report a bill 
for the improvement of this particular work, ap- 
propriating so large an amount of public money— 
$100,000—as a matter of course, if such a project 
as this passes, other places will come in for their 


| share; and we shall have bill after bill, instruction 
| after instruction, until we shall have a batch of 


internal improvement bills on us leading to the 
expenditure of millions upon millions of the pub- 
lic money. Itis simply the commencement, the 
inauguration, ef a scheme of publie plunder,by 
which these works of internal improvementare to 
be carried on. 

Now, sir, that Senators on the other side of the 
Chamber should vote for this proposition is per- 
fectly reasonable and natural. They are ail in 
favor of the system of internal improvement by 
the General Government, for many reasons whic. 


| we all understand, and for this one, if for no other: 


that they may create as large expenditures of the 
public money as possible during the existence ot 
a Democratic Administration, so that that Admin- 
istration may be brought into public odium for 
its extravagance. That is one reason—a very 
potent and good one—for them to act upon. But, 
sir, that is by no meansa reason why any gentle- 
man who supports the present Administration of 
the Government should vote for this orany other 
proposition of a similar kind. The expenditures 
of this Government are running wp now to an ¢X- 


traordinary extent. I suppose that at this ses- 
sion, although we are endeavoring to*®conomize 


on small matters, the expenditures will probably 
go to some seventy or eighty million dollars; and 
if this system of internal improvement be inaugu- 
rated and carried out, as I suppose is the desig" 


of this movement, we shall have an expenditure 


a 


| of four or five millions more for these objects; and 


fora resolution of instruction to the committee to || in proportion as the expenditures of the Admin- 
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jstration are swelled up to an enormous extent, 
go, in proportion, will the enemies of the Admin- 
jstration be able to find fault with it, and to bring 
it into public odium and discredit before the 


1P ( mie. 

Sir, [ trust that this system will not be approved 
by the Senate, but that we shall nip it in the bud 
ai once; because, if this appropriation is to be 
made, I cannot see why hundreds of others ought 
not to be made, that certainly stand on as good a 
foundation as this. [can understand no partic- 
ular reason why this appropriation should be 
made in preference to five hundred ora thousand 
other projects calling on the public Treasury for 
appropriations for improvements in the United 
States. ‘There is no reason why this work should 
have particular preference over the others, and 
why this extraordinary mode should be pursued, 
(which, although parliamentary, is certainly un- 
usual in the practice of this body,as Lunderstand,) 
of instructing a committee to bring in a bill con- 
trary to the settled convictions of right of the com- 
mittee. Let the committee make a general report 
on this subject, stating the position which that 
committee assume of opposition to these appropri- 
ations, and then Jet the question come up on gen- 
eral principles and be decided by the Senate; but 
jetus not, in this mode, be making appropriations 
for particular works, I trust that the resolution 
will not be passed; at any rate, [ trust that the 
Senators on this side of the Chamber who are in 
favor of the Administration, and desire to main- 
tain it and the Democratic party in this country, 
will put their feet on this proposition at the very 
outset, and stamp their disapprobation upon it. 

Mr. CHANDLER. I did not propose to go 
into a discussion of this question at this time. I 
merely proposed to submit the resolution as atest 
question, without discussion, and I had spoken 
to several Senators on the other side who assented 
to the proposition. I am perfectly willing to ac- 
cept the suggestion of the chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Commerce, and leave the resolution one 
simply instructing the committee to report a bill 
without stating the amount of the appropriation. 

I will say, however, to the honorable Senator 
from Georgia, that throughout the Northwest Mr. 
Buchanan was pledged, from every stump inevery 
northwestern State, as being in favor of this meas- 
ure. Sir, it is no reason to be urged here that it 
is nota Democratic measure. It 1s a Democratic 
measure. My honorable predecessor [Mr. Cass] 
introduced a bill here two years ago and carried 
it through for this same purpose, and I now 
merely ask a small addition to the appropriation 
then made to finish the work commenced by him. 
It is eminently a Democratic measure. I do not 
propose to discuss it now; but will accept the 
proposition of the chairman, and hope that the 
vote will be taken. 

Mr. TOOMBS. If this resolution was only for 
the purpose of getting the Committee on Com- 
merce to report back this bill, and the others of 
the same class which have been sent to them, 
there could be no objection to that from any quar- 
ter, for they have come to a conclusion on all of 
them; and that conclusion, I presume, the com- 
mittee are ready at any time toannounce bya re- 
port to this body. Upon taking this subject into 
consideration, with the well-known fact that the 
revenues of the Governmentare very much below 
its ordinary expenditures upon the present basis, 
the committee, without reference to the question 
of whether they were generally for or against 
these improvements, without reference to their 
previous action or votes on this subject, deemed 
it inexpedient to appropriate any money to the 
commencement, at least, of new improvements, 
and I think the question was reserved as to the 
hecessity of preserving existing works. 

So far as I was myself concerned, | did not in- 
tend then, and do not intend now, or at any time, 
to extend, enlarge, or protect any of them. My 
objections to this system are well known to the 
Senate and the country. But if, notwithstanding 
the state of the Treasury, notwithstanding the 
declaration that has been made again and again by 
the friends of the internal improvement system in 
oth Houses of Congress for fifteen years, that 
they would not borrow money for the purpose of 
carrying on these improvements, if, in spite of all 
that, they intend to pass the St. Clair flats bill, of 
course the next thing that will be asked, and, I || 
think, with a very great show of propriety, will |! 


| are called upon to meet 


account. 


| to-morrow. 
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be an additional appropriation for the mouth of 
the Mississippi, for the Ohio, for the St. Mary’s,° 
for those five obj cts which were passed by the 
last Congress—there were only five, | think—the 
Patapsco river, St. Clair flats, St. Mary’s river, 
the mouth of the Mississippi, and the Des Moines 
rapids. The gentlemen of the committee who are 
usually in favor of these appropriations for what 
they choose to call national works, considered this 
an inappropriate time, for the want of money. I 
say this Is inaugurating a new system; it Is in- 
augurating a system never claimed anywhere, 
never claimed by the friends of it, It is an unde- 


| niable fact, which every Senator knows, that there 
| is nO money In the ‘Treasury to appropriate to In- 


ternal improvements—there is hardly enough to 
pay the ordinary expenses of the Government 
which you are voting every day, and intend to 
vote. 

This movement presents to the country a new 
question: whether or not it is sound policy that 
we shall borrow money and go in debt for the 


purpose of making internal improvements in the | 


United States. That is the question the Senate 
for the first time. Hith- 
erto when these appropriations have been sus- 
tained in both Houses of Congress, it has been 
upon the/declaration that there was a surplus in 
the Treasury; that it was advantageous to put it 
out; and that, when the ‘Treasury was full, it was 
right and expedient to use it for the purpose of 
increasing the commercial facilities of the United 
States; but the policy of borrowing money for 
such purposes has been disavowed by all parties 
at all times, as far as the observations of any pub- 
lic man in either [louse ever met my attention. 
But now we are called upon to violate that prin- 


ciple, and go one step further. [think itisl.kely 


| they will go there, for when public men are ona 
| wrong road there is no stopping them. 
| is the descent and easy the way to political cor- 


Smooth 


ruption, as well as to hell, according to the poet’s 
I think it very likely that these were 
pretexts merely, used when we had money; and 
when we have not money, no doubt they will put 


| out bonds to tens of millions or hundreds of mil- 


lions, because it is a scheme of a great political 
party in this country always to expend the public 
money. 


Mr. HUNTER. 


I rise for the purpose of mov- 


| ing to postpone all prior orders for the purpose of 


taking up the [Indian appropriation bill. ‘The hour 


| of one o’clock has arrived, and 1 submit the mo- 


tion to postpone all prior orders and take up that 
appropriation bill. 


Mr. CHANDLER. I hope the Senate will 


| come to a vote ou my resolution without further 
| discussion. 


Mr. HUNTER. If U thought there would be 
a vote without discussion, I should not be in the 


| way; but we know there will not be. 


Mr. CHANDLER. Lam prepared to discuss 
this question, and desire to do so when the bill 
comes before the Senate; but I do not wish todo 
so how. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Ido not wish to discuss 
it, but I desire to make a single remark in re- 
sponse to what has fallen from the Senator from 


| Geargia, {Mr. Toomss,] before the vote is taken 


—noat by way of discussion. 
observe —— 


Mr. BIGLER. 


I wish simply to 


I want to make a very few re- 


| marks. 


Mr. HUNTER. It had better go over until 
Mr. CHANDLER. Why not postpone the 
discussion until the bill comes before the Senate? 


Mr. FESSENDEN. For the sake of having 


| the vote taken, I will omit any remarks, even the 


? 


single one I desired to make, if Senators on the 


other side will forbear. 

Mr. BIGLER. I can make the remark I de- 
sireina minute. The simple principle on which 
iL acte— 

Mr. HUNTER. I must insist on my motion. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I only yielded on condi- 
tion that there was to be no debate. 

Mr. BIGLER. I yield. 

Mr. HUNTER. I submit my motion to take 
up the lndian appropriation bill. 

The motion was not agreed to; there being, on 
a division—ayes 18, noes 21. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is 
on the amendment of the Senator from Michigan, 
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to strike out of the reselation the words * and 
that the appropriation be reduced to $55,000.”” 

Mr. BIGGS. As L4inderstand, according to 
the rules of the Senate, the hour of one having 
arrived, the special order comes up, which super- 
sedes this business. 

The PRESIDENT pre tempore. The hour of 
one having arrived, the Senate cannot continue 
the consideration of this subject any longer, un- 
less by order of the Senate. 

Mr. PUGH. I move to postpone the prior or- 
ders, to continue this subject. Let us come to 
some conclusion upon it, 

Mr. HUNTER. TI shall vote against that, for 
we shall be certain to have a debate. 

Mr. SLIDELL. I will renew the motion that 
has been made to lay this resolution on the table. 

The Senate is now fuller than it was when that 
motion was made before. I call for the yeas and 
hays On MY motion. ‘ 

‘The yeas and nays were ordered; and, being 
taken, resulted—yeas 20, nays 25; as follows: 

Y EAS—Messrs. Allen, Benjamin, Biggs, Bigler, Bright, 
Brown, Clay, Evans, Fitzpatrick, Green, Hammond, Hous- 
ton, flunater, Iverson, Jolnson of Arkansas, Johnson of 
Tennessee, Mason, Scbastian, Slidell, and Toombs—20. 

NAYS—Messrs. Bell, Broderick, Chandler. Cotlamer, 
Crittenden, Dixon, Doolittie, Douglas, Durkee, Fessenden, 
Foot,Foster, Hale, Hamlin, arian, Jones, Kennedy, King, 


Polk, Pugh, Seward, Simmons, Stuart, Trambuli, and 
Wade —25. 


So the motion to lay on the table was notagreed 
to 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair 
will state that the hour of one o’clock having ar- 
rived, the consideration of this resolution cannot 
be continued, unless by a vote of the Senate di- 
recting it to be proceeded with. 

Mr. CHANDLER, 
order be postponed. 

Mr. PUGEL. I submitted that motion before. 

Mr. CLAY. I believe the special order is the 
bill to repeal the fishing bounties. 

The PRESIDENT pra tempore. That is the 
first. ‘There are several others, however. 

Mr. CLAY. | hope that will be taken up. 

Mr. PUGH. Iam in favor of the bill to repeal 
the fishing bounties, and [I expect to vote for it; 
but I wish to say one or two words in support of 
my suggestion that we had better dispose of this 
question at present. I voted first to lay this res- 
olution on the table, supposing it disrespectful to 
the Committee on Commerce, and I do not now 
like its phraseology. The usual phraseology of 
such resolutions, 1s to discharge the committee 
from the consideration of the bill, and not to in- 
struct them to report it; but since the chairman of 
the committee, and others of its members, have 
notified the Senate that they have come to a con- 
clusion adverse to the bill, L see no disrespect to 
them in having the bill brought back by a vote of 
the Senate discharging the committee. 

Whether I shall vote for the bill or not, is more 
than [am yet advised. I did vote for a former 
bill for this object, and I voted for iton a very dis- 
tinét statement from the Senators from Michigan, 
that that was suilicient to complete the work. 
W hen it was allezed on the other side, [ recollect 
very particularly, by the Senator from Alabama, 
that it would not complete the work, it was as- 
serted that it would. | was instructed by the Le- 
gislature of my State to vote for the appropriation 
by name, and having no constitutional diflicul- 
ties on the question, | obeyed the instruction with- 
outhesitauion. Ifthe Senator from Michigan will 
modify his resolution, so as simply to discharge 
the committee from the further consideration of 
the bill, I shall vote for it; and when the bill comes 
before the Senate, if he can satisfy me that this 
additional sum of money ought to be appropri- 
ated, I shall probably vote for his bill. 

It is suggested that \ve are to practice economy. 
Since when? Since last Friday, when you appro- 
priated, as extra pay to clerks and reporters, more 
money, I believe, than is mentioned in the bill. 

Mr. ‘TOOMBS. Eighty thousand doliars. 

Mr. PUGH. This new fit of economy lias come 
since Friday evening. I see no proposition to 
reduce the enormous extravagance of the Army 
or of the Navy, nor of anything else. We can 
even borrow money to carry on the indian appro- 
priation bill that the Senator from Virginia wishes 
to bring before us. Now, sir, | am for economy, 


I move that the special 


but [ do not like all this economy to be practiced 


in one place. The most evormous expenses of 
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this Government to-day are its Army and its 
Navy; and I do not see the weight of a feather 
laid to stop them. On tht contrary, I see by the 
popers that we are to have new ships built—I do 
not know how many; we are to goon. When 
the Treasury was full, I believe but five improve- 
ment bills were passed. When the Treasury is 
empty, none are to pass! Now, I believe that, 
to a limited extent—not to a universal extent—it 
is as much the duty of this Government to protect 
its commerce between the States as it is to take 
eace of the Indians; and if you cannot do it with- 
out borrowing money, borrow it. That is my 
rosition. 

Mr. POLK. The question now is on postpon- 
ing the special order, | believe. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Yes, sir, to 
postpone the special order and continue this sub- 
ject. 

Mr. POLK. I shall oppose that, though I am 
very willing and anxious that we should have an 
investigation of the merits of the appropriation 
asked for the completion of the improvement of 
the Si. Clair flats; but I do not like the shape in 
which the resolution offered by the Senator from 
Michigan stands. Though I voted against laying 
the resolution on the table, I did it with consider- 
able reluctance; because, with the Senator from 
Ohio, [ do not like the shape in which it is put 
Lut | wish an opportunity to have this matter in- 
vestigated before the Senate—saying at the same 
time, with the Senator from Ohio, that I desire to 
obtain the information which can be furnished, 
and which itis alleged has been in part laid be- 
fore the committee. 1, forone, would not,in the 
present condition of the Treasury, be willing to 
vote money for any internal improvements, as 
such; but ifa work has been commenced, which 
has progressed to a point where a few thousand 
dollars would save the destruction of a large 
amount already expended, and result in great 
benefit to the country, I think it is the dictate of 
good economy and prudence to make the appro- 
priation, and not let ail that has been spent go to 
waste, and then suffer under the inconvenience to 
which the commerce of the country has been sub- 
jected for years. 1 hope we shall go on with the 
special order, and at the proper time we shall 
take up the resolution of the Senator from Mich- 
igan, modify it so that it may go before the com- 


mittee without any disparagement of the commit- | 


tee, and yet in such a way that the question may 
be fairly brought before the Senate. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. I desire simply to say a 
word in explanation of my present position on 
this question. I have, myself, introduced several 
bills for the improvement of rivers and harbors, 
which I should be most anxious to see passed; 
which I should support very earnestly were it not 
for the condition of the Treasury. We came to 


examine this subject in the Committee on Com- | 


merce, which is not a Committee of Ways and 
Means—we have no committee precisely answer- 
ing to the proper Committee of Waysand Means 
which ought to exist, in my opinion, in our le- 
gislative bogies, and which compares the appro- 
yriations with the resources of the Government; 
but we make appropriations through different 
committees, and then the Committee on Finance 
finds itself embarrassed by the condition of the 
‘Treasury, in many instances rendering it impos- 
sible for them, and the Secretary of the Treasury 
has also told us rendering it impossible for him, 
to carry out the votes we order, without regard 
at all to the condition of the Treasury. 
Now, we have, at this session, already passed 
a bill for the issuing of twenty millions of Treas- 
ury notes. Itis a prevailing impression that a 
public loan will be required. It cannot be ex- 
pected that any of those internal improvements 
which will require vast appropriations, can be 
continued in that state of the public Treasury. I 
therefore agreed in the Committee on Commerce 
to go to this extent: that the committee would, in 
consequence of this condition of the Treasury, 
refrain from recommending the prosecution of any 
works of internal improvements at the present ses- 
sion; but at the same time itis the understanding 
of the committee that, in all cases where small 
appropriations would secure work already done, 
and would really result in economy to the Gov- 
crnment, we should make exceptions. Now, this 
particular work may come within that class of 
cases: it may be one of those cases; rt may be one 


_ of those works which a small appropriation would 


perfect, and which it would be true economy, 
therefore, to complete at the present time. I do 
not know the precise condition of the present 
work, If it be sucha work, I should be prepared 
to vote for it. 
sary information at the War Department, and re- 
porta bill, according to my understanding of what 
occurred in committee, to preserve and complete 
such improvements as would go to destruction if 
the work on them was not continued, but to re- 
frain from all appropriations for the commence- 
ment of new works, or thé’prosecution of works 
which would not suffer by delay. 

That is my position on the subject. IT have not 
changed my opinion as to the duty of the nation 


in regard to the improvement of harbors and the | 
great navigable streams of the country; but I must | 
have regard, in my votes on this subject, to the | 
condition of the Treasury. 


is such at present as makes it our duty to refrain 
from large appropriations. 

Mr. CHANDLER. I think it can be shown 
in a very few moments, when the bill comes up, 
that this is precisely one of those for which the 
Senator from Louisiana will vote. It is a small 
appropriation to complete a great work. I hope 
the special order will be postponed, and that we 


I think thatcondition | 
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We intended to obtain the neces- | 


shall be allowed to come toa vote on this resolu- | 


tion without further discussion. 
Mr. PUGH. I will state to the Senator from 


Michigan, that if the Senator from Louisiana has | 


| truly stated the position of the committee that 


sired to have made on this subject. 


they intend to report such a bill as he has stated, 


we had better let this resolution lie over, and wait | 


till we have their bill before us. 


Mr. BIGLER, 


The Senator from Louisiana | 


has made precisely the explanation which I de- | 


We did de- 


| cide in committee that we would make no appro- | 
| priations in favor of new improvements, that it | 


| pairs, and as to works where a small sum might | 


was bad policy to borrow money for the purpose 
of improving rivers and harbors, but at the same 
time the exception was distinctly made as to re- 


be necessary to complete them, in order to pro- | 


tect such works against serious and rapid dilap- 
idation. IT acted on that understanding. 

Now, sir, the objection which I have to the res- 
olution of the Senator from Michigan is this: take 


as correct all that he says, this is a single item in | 


aclass which it may be proper to protect, a class 
of repairs or improvements which it may be ne- 
cessary to make, and in reférence to which, as I 


understand it, the committee have not fully de- | 


cided. That, I suppose, we shall take up and 
consider properly. If the Senator’s resolution 
were general to get the sense of the Senate on the 


question of appropriations for repairs or such im- | 
provements as have been so far advanced that a | 


very small sum would complete them and protect 
them against dilapidation, I should feel that no 
fair objection could be made to such a resolution, 
and Lam satisfied the committee would act upon 
it promptly, and if the Senator’s improvement of 


‘the St. Clair flats were in that class it would be 


fairly considered; but [do think it a very unu- 
sual proposition to select out a single item, and 
instruct the committee positively as to that item, 
and say they shall report just so much money, 
and just such a bill. 
has a perfect right to do so, and the committee 


It is very true the Senate | 


would undoubtedly obey, but 1 suggest that the | 


declaration of a general policy would be better | 


aud more conclusive. 

Mr. FESSENDEN., Ihave voted for this prop- 
osition of the Senator from Michigan, on the sin- 
gle ground that I wished to have some test taken 
on the question whether the Senate designed to 
do anything even with regard to protecting im- 
provements that need protection. 


As a general | 


principle, I should agree with the Committee on | 
Commerce that if the country is in the state that | 
| is represented with reference to money, it would 
| be improper to borrow money for the purpose of 


undertaking new works of this description. But 


/ | must say to the honorable Senator from Geor- 


gia, [Mr. ‘Toomss,] that as yet we have no evi- 
dence, that I am aware of, that there is any such 


| condition of the Treasury or of the codntry. That 
is to say, if we take the statements of the distin- | 
guished gentleman from the State of Georgia,who | 


is at the head of the Treasury Department, and 


' of the President—and as yet we have had nothing 


| 
| 





E. : lay 3, 
from either, contradictory of their statements— 
they told us at the beginning of the session tha) 
there wasa temporary necessity for issuing Treas. 
ury notes to a limited amount, to meet the jn. 
coming revenues of the Government,which wou\d 

a : ld 
be sufficient in a very short time to relieve th, 
country from all its difficulties. We have, as ye 
heard nothing from those high authorities to’ the 


| contrary, and [I suppose we are bound to presume 
+] 











as no further communication has been made t, 
us, that they told the truth, and that there ig to 
be such an accruing revenue as will meet all the 
necessary wants of the Government, and relieys 
the country from the burden which it has taken 
upon itself by the proposition to borrow twenty 
millions of money. I presume that the honorable 
chairman of the Committee on Finance agrees in 
that, because, as yet, we have heard nothing fur. 
ther from the Committee on Finance on that sub. 
ject. Therefore, I say, the presumption stands 
that there is money enough, that the revenue wil] 
be abundant, that soon these twenty millions will 
be redeemed, and that we shall have enough, ac. 
cording to the statement of the President and the 
Setretary of the Treasury, to meet all our wants 
in every particular, as well these as any others, 
Hence, while [should agree with the general prin- 
ciple laid down by the gentlemen of the Committee 
on Commerce in reference to this matter; I think 
we have no evidence at present that the necessity 
of appealing to that principle, exists. 

It is stated by members of the committee that 
they have designed to do something with refer- 
ence to protecting those works which need pro- 
tection, to go as far as is absoltitely necessary; 
presuming that the funds of the country would 
notallow them to go further. I would ask if we 
have any evidence except their say so—and to 


| that I give the same credit which I would to the 


declaration of any other gentlemen—thateven that 
is intended? Congress has now been in session 
some five months, and we have heard nothing from 
that committee on any ofthese propositions. We 
have resolved to adjourn on the first Monday of 
June; but we have not heard one word from that 
committee, or the committee in the other House, 
proposing to do anything in regard to making an 
appropriation even to prevent these works from 
going to decay. If they really mean anything, 
or have meant anything of this description, | 
should like to know why something has not been 
done, atany rate, in season to give us a little hope 
that something of that description might be ac- 
complished in the course of this session of Con- 
gress? We have had no bill broughtin. Numer- 
ous bills have been sent to the committee. We 
have not heard from the first one; and yet we are 
now arrived at a period of the session when it 
would be hopeless to take upa general bill of that 
description with the expectation of passing it 
through both Houses, unless there is prevalent 
here a spirit very different from what has pre- 
vailed heretofore—ceriainly a very different spirit 
from that exhibited by the Senator from Georgia, 
who says, what we all well know, that he is vp- 
posed to the whole system, and will oppose the 
whole with all the power he can bring to bear on 
it, and we all know what power he can bring to 
bear on any subject he chooses to engage in. 

I confess that when I hear the declaration of 
which I have spoken, I regard it in this light: 
while the committee will assent for the sake of 
appearances to bring in a bill making this pro- 
vision, we shall not see that bill until the time has 
so far gone that there will not be the slightest hope 


| in the world of effecting anything even in regard 


to protecting those public works which need pro- 
tection in order to prevent their going to decay. 
Therefore, I have voted for this proposition on 
this single idea: that I wish, for the benefit of that 
committee, to have the sense of the Senate tested 
whether the Senate will do anything in relation to 
the matter, whether they will make even small 
appropriations to prevent public -works from be- 
ing utterly destroyed. This is as good a propo- 
sition in my judgment, to test that question 0D, 
as any other. I believe the work now proposed 
to be provided for to be a very important one. — 

was satisfied of that when the first bill for this 
improvement was introduced by the late Senator 
from Michigan, who is now at the head of the 
Department of State. I voted for it then; I should 
vote for it now, and if the state of facts is as rep- 
resented by the Senator from Michigan, we shall 
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know it when the bill is oushei in, ond the sense | 
of the Senate is to be teste d. Notwiths a we 
ave heard many a time that it is acorrupt mode 
of legislation to put together m one bi ill works of 
» similar ee »n for the sake of carrying them 
, | should prefer to have them put together 

, order that no particular se lishness should b 
exhibited when we came to vote on or an- 
er, and that gentlemen should show what they 
led in reference to the whole However, as 
cannut be done, and as at any rate it is well 

rat the feeling of the Senate should be tested, | 
hope we 


one 


shall act on this resolution in the mode 
propose d. ; : 
Mr. BENJAMIN. I wish to offer a substitute | 


for the resolution of ‘the Senator from Michigan, 
which 1 think will cover the proposition. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. ‘The first mo- 

tion is to postpone the prior orders. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. Letmy amendment be read 
for uformation. 

e Clerk read it, as follows: 

out all after the enacting clause, and insert: 


Srrike 
Phat the Committee on Cotninerce be instructed to in 
e into and report, as speedily as possible, on the expe 


jeney of appropriations at this session, for the repairs and 
curity of works heretofore commenced for the limprove- 
nent of harbors and navigable rivers. 

Mr. STUART. This subject, it was under- | 
stood by me, and I believe by the Senate gener- 
ally, was to be voted upon without any disc us- | 
sion; but some debate has sprung up, and I rise 
now, not for the purpose of extending it, but for 
the purpose of submitting a very few w ords, which 
seem to me to be pe rtinent to the consideration of 
this question as it now stands. 

Mr. HUNTER. Would it not be better to take 
the vote on postponing the prior orders? 

Mr. STUART. It seems to me not. I have | 
inquired, and found that this bill was referred to 
the Committee on Commerce on the 16th of Feb- 
ruary; that was some two months anda half ago, 
time enough, | think, for the committee to have 
ascertained whether this is a case which falls | 
within their rule, and to have been prepared to 
report. dagree myself most distinetly with the | 
general proposition at which the committee state 
they have arrived—that the appropriations should 
not be, as a general rule, for the commencement 
of new works, but of suflicient amounts to pre- 
serve and complete those which it is true and 
proper economy to preserve and complete. Bat, 
sir, there should be action. The subject has been 
before the committee for a long time. ‘They have 
not presented, as the Senator from Maine [| Mr. 
FesseNDEN]} has said, a single one of those bills 
back to the Senate. Now, 1do not conceive that 
it is disrespectful to the committee, in any degree, 
to instruct them at any time to reporta bill. “The 
report of a bill does not pass it; and it does not 
assume that the Senate will pass it. It assumes 
sunply that the Senate desires to have ihe subject 
before them, so that they may act upon it, and 
decide it. 

‘There is great force in what was submitted by 
the Senator from Maine, that if anything is to be 
done on this question at all practically, the time 
has arrived certainly when it is necessary to do 
it. We are within a month of the end of the ses- 
sion. We have spent five months. Various of | 
these measures have been sent to the committee, 
and none of them have been returned. ‘This ques- | 
tion of improving the St. Clair flats is as well un- 
derstood by every member of the Senate now as | 
any-possible subject of legislation can be. It has 
been before Congress and the country for years. | 
The bill was pagged at the last Congress over the | 
veto of the President of the United States by a 
two-third majority. The whole country is ad- 
vised upon it, and itisa simple question, now, of | 
whether you will appropriate a small amount of 
nioney to complete a great work, a work of great 
national importance iu a naval and military poi it 
of view, as well as in acommercial point of view, 
the whole discussion of which has been exhausted 
years ago, 

Now, sir, will the Senate have this subject be- | 
fore them or not? That is the question presented 
by this resolution. 1 cannot agree to the substi- | 
tule proposed by the honorable Senator from Lou- 
isiata, because that is merely to go over the same | 
er again, and take another five months to ex- | 

une these questions. Now, | suppose the com- | 
mittee have examined them. I am not willing to | 
believe that five months of the session have trans- | 


pired, and the committee have not examined any 
one of these questions. 


Mr. HAMLIN. I say, not one. 

Mr. CLAY. You speak for yourself, I sup- 
nose? 

Mr. HAMLIN. I say, as a committee, not 
one; and I have been present at every meet.ine 

Mr.STUART. ‘The Senator from Maine is a 


member of the committec sand, course, knows 
more about it tha uinid k for the purposes of 
this vote, I submit that whether the committee 


hi is examined this que stion or not, is a matter of 
no consequence practically. If the committee has 
notexamined it, the ion is nearatan end, and 
the Senate ee examine it. If the committee 
has examine di it, a not report 
noreason why itshould not report. 
not agree to give any vote 
could censure the comn 
its motives, or could ¢ 





d, there is 
Now, | would 
in the Senate which 
ittee, which could impugn 
aft ‘ct any member of the 
committee—not at all; but the business of the 
country Js to be acted upon by the Congress of 
the country, and to act upon it we must have it 
us. I say, therefore, sir, that the single 
question presented to the Senate to-day is not 
whether you will pass this bill, but whether you 
will bring the bill you. Lam for having 
it brought here; | am for having the sense of the 
Senate upon it. 

I am giad to perceive that 
{Mr. Iverson,] and other Senators, aé- 
knowledge that ther 
ent form, modified as it has been by the sugg 
of the Senator from Alal rama, who is chairman 
of the committee, presents simply the question of 
whether the Senate desire this bill broucht before 
them; and fixing the amount of appropriation to 
be put in it, certainly does not censure e com- 
mittee; because, as the bill now stands, th 
ure would reduce the appropriation shoaiond half. 
It is no reflection 
instruct thes m to reporta bill with the ¢ appropria- 
tion re duced one half. 

It does, then, Mr. President, come to this ques- 
tion when you have done: will the Senate do any- 
thing at all in regard to these works of great na- 
tional consequence? That is really the question. 
[ hope that there will be no difficulty whatever in 
regard to the respect for the committee which | 
am sure every member of the Senate feels—cer- 
tainly I do—but that we shall vote upon this ques- 
tion upon the point of whether we will do any- 
thing. If, wile the bill is brought before the 
Senate, it shall not appear to the body that it is 
one of those works which ought to be appropri- 
ated for at this session, upon principles of strict 
economy and national importance, let it be voted 
down. I think it is clearly and distinctly one of 
those cases; but certainly let us bring it in a cun- 
dition where we can vote upon it. 

Mr. CLAY. I wish simply to say a word in 
reply to what has been said by way of complaint 
that the committee has notre porte d on these bills. 
These reports have been delayed, in the 


rund has 


et 
before 


y) . 
| betore 


Georgia, 


ments on which to act; and after that information 
was obtained, by, | believe, the unanimous voice 


of the committee, the consideration of these bills | 


was deferred from weck to week for other busi- 
ness because of the present condition of the Treas- 
ury, it being, as | understood, the unanimous 
sense of the committee that it was inexpedient to 
make appropriations for new works. Some of 
the committee, perhaps a majority, were in favor 
of appropriations for the repair of old works to 
prevent their decay and destruction. Like the 


the Senator from | 


solution, at le a its pres- | 
reestion | 


S mcas- | 


| 


| 
possibly on the committee to 


first in- | 
stance, for want of information from the Depart- | 


Senator from Georgia, [Mr. ‘Toomss,] 1 do not 


feel that lam committed myself, even to those 
works. AslI understand the action of the com- 
mittee, it was that they would only considersuch 
works. Now, Ido not regard this as one even 
of that class. During the last C 
two hundred thousand dollars or upwards—l for- 
get the precise amount, but I believe it was up- 
wards of two hundred thousand dollars—was 
appropriated Lo this very work; and we were then 
assured by both the Senators from Michigan that 
it would complete the work. 

Mr. CHANDLER. Only $50,000 was appro- 
priated. 

Mr. CLAY. 
amount was 
sured by both Sen 
comple te the woi k. 


ongress some 


Well, 


$50 000 or 


it matters not whether the 

$200,000. We were as- 
at that time that it would 
According to my recollection, 


LLors 
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| to that point. 


class before them. 


1911 


as suggested by the Senator from Ohio, I asked 
whether this would be sufficient to complete the 
work, and intimated that they would come here 
shortly afterwe ardsand ask for a further appropri- 
ation; but this was denied, and we were assured 
It woul 1 complete it. Now they ask more th'n 
they said would complete the work. Now the 
ask $55,000, and the Senator from Michigan say: 
$50,000 is all thet was appropriated, and all that 
W is Want d sat the 8S we were assured 
itwas an amount fully sufficient to do all they de- 
sire * 
ir. CHANDLER. When this subject comes 
au discussion regularly, I shall be able to give 
good and sufficient reason for the work not bei ing 
completed with the first appropriation. 1 did not 
propose to enter into a discussion at this time, and 
therefore I have said nothing about that; but when 
the billcomes up, I shall be prepared to explain the 
whole circumstances connected with the matter. 
Mr. HAMLIN. 7 think I can say truly, that 
up to the time the Committee on Commerce acted 
on these matters, there was no unnece ssary delay ; 
lagree with the chairman in that. He has stated 
one reason; the committee waited for information 
from the Departments; but there was still another 
reason, and | think astronger reason than the one 
he has stated. Propositions were coming in from 
all sections for appropriations, and the committee 
deemed it unwise to acton a particular bill, or any 
particular class of bills, until all the propositions 
should be before it; and there was, therefore, ane- . 
cessity for delay to get the information, and to get 


last Coner 


all the propositions before us so that we could act 


understandingly. I therefore agree with the chair- 
man fully, that there was no unnecessary delay up 
I supposed, from the action of the 
committee at that time, the chairman was to have 
made his report to the Senate, and then we should 
have had the bills all back here. 

The action of the committee I did not object to; 


| but as I have stated before, (though not in my 


place, appropriately,) the committee, as a commit- 

tee, have not examined a single subject of this 
I do not mean to say the 
chairman has not made himself acquainted with 
every question; I do not know; but we have never 


| had any action in committee on them, except one 
| morning, and then they were dispose d of in gross 


nd on one vote, and 1 made my objection then 
that I was in favor of taking them up and acting 
upon them in detail, leaving me to vote for such 


las I thought I ou elt to vote for, and against such 


as | thought I ought not to vote for. 

This re solution, I think, ought not to be objec- 
tionable to the committee now, as it is simply a 
direction to report the bill back again with no 
re commendation from the committee, favorable 
or unfavorable, but simply to report the bill tack, 
and let the Senate do what they please, and we 
should get rid of it much sooner by voting than 
by discussing it. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question 
is On pustponing ali prior orders for the purpose 
of continuing the subject under consideration. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question 
now is on the amendment of the Senator from 
Michigan. 

Mr. STUART. I understood that was a mod- 
ification of the resolution by my colleague him- 
self, who offered it. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. But it is of- 
fered as an amendment, and requires the action 
of the Senate. The amendment is to strike out: 

** And that the appropriation be reduced to $55,000.” 

So that the resolution will read: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instruct- 
ed to report the bill, heretofore referred to thei, making 
an appropriation for the compietion of the channei over the 
St. Clair flats, in the State of Michigan. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. BENJAMIN. I now offer my amend- 
ment, to strike outallafter the word **Resolved,”’ 
and insert: 

That the Committee on Commerce be instructed to in- 
quire into and report as speedily as possible on the expe- 
die ney of appropriations at this session for the repairs and 

scurity of the works heretofore commenced for the im- 
pean iment of harbors and navigable rivers. 

Mr. PUGH. I am satisfied with that amend- 
ment. It seems to me to be fair. I shall vote for 
it in preference to the original resolution. I ask 
for the yeas and nays on it. 
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taken, resulted—yeas 23, nays 22; as follows: 


YEAS—™M . Allen, Bayard, Benjamin. Biggs, Bigler, 
Brogit, Brown, Clay, Evans, Fuzpatrick, Green, Ham 
mond, Houston, Hunter, Iverson, Johnson of Arkansas, 
Johuson of Tennessee, Mason, Polk, Pugh, Sebastian, Sii- 
dell, and Toombs—23. 

NAYS—Meeasers. Bell, Broderick, Chandler, Cotlamer, 
Crittenden, Dixon, Doolitth, Durkee, Fessenden, Foot, 
Foster, Hale, Hamlin, Harlan, Jones, Kennedy, King, Sew- 
ard, Siamons, Stuart, Trumbull, aud Wade—22. — 


So the amendment was aerced to. 

Mr. CHANDLER. I desire to give notice that 
on to-morrow, or some subsequent day, I shall 
ask leave to introduce a bill making an appropri- 
ation of $55,000 for the improvement of the clhan- 
nel over the St. Clair flats. 

Mr. PUGH. The question is on the resolu- 
tion as amended, is it not? 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Yes, sir. 

The resolution, as amended, was adopted. 


INDIAN APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. HUNTER. I now move to postpone all 
prier orders for the purpose of taking up the In- 
dian appropriation bill. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I desire to call the attention 
of the Senate to the fact that there is one other 
State here waiting for admission into the Union; 
and I have been watching for an opportunity to 
bring up her bill. Lailude to Oregon. The bill 
has been reported for some time; and I think, as 
Kansas and Minnesota have gone through the 
Senate, itis but fair now to take up the Oregon 
bill and dispose of it. 1 do not think it will take 
more than a few minutes; I shal! ask, if the mo- 
tion of the Senator from Virginia does not pre- 
vail, that we proceed to the consideration of the 
bill for the admission of Oregon into the Union. 

Mr. CLAY. The next special order, I think, 
is the bill to repeal the fishing bounties. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. ‘That is the 
first special order. 

Mr. CLAY. I am willing to yield to an ap- 
yropriation bill, as those bilis are indispensable; 
ca I will yield to nothing else. Ll am induced to 
yield for another reason: neither of the Senators 
from Massachusetts is in his seat, and one of them 
{Mr. Wirson} sent me word that he desired to 
be present when my bill was taken up, and ne- 
cessanily would be absent two or three days on 
account of sickness in his family. 1 am willing 
to let it lie over on that account, until to-morrow; 
but | hape that it will be taken up in its regular 
order at one o'clock to-morrow. 

Mr. HAMLIN. Does the Senator from Ala- 
bama mean to take it up to-morrow if the Sena- 
tor from Massachusetts does not return? 

Mr. CLAY. Atany rate, then, I shall ask to 
have it taken up, as he certainly will have time 
to be heard on it. With the general understand- 
ing that it shall come up in order to-morrow at 
one o'clock, [ will give way to the appropriation 
bill. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. There can be no such un- 
derstanding. 

Mr. HUNTER. If we intend to adjourn on 
the dey we have fixed, itis indispensable to give 
priority to the appropriation bills. I think this 
one will not detain the Senate long. Itis merely 
the regular Indian bill, making appropriations ac- 
cording to law. I hope it will be taken up. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. [ really hope 
that we shall proceed with business in its regular 
order. ‘The fishing bounties bill has been standing 
on the Calendar for a considerable length of time, 
and L understand the gentleman who reported the 
bill is prepared to go on with its consideration at 
present. If thatis to be waived, and these mo- 
tionsare to intervene, here comes forward another 
Senator, who proposes to admit Oregon into the 
Union as a State. When we see that, is it not 
better for us to proceed in regular order and take 
up the business at it stands on the Calendar, and 
dispose of it? 

I can see no great necessity for pressing the 
Indian appropriation bill at this time. All the ap- 
propriation bills will go through. They have a 
sufficient weightand influence always to take them 
through. I do not think the country will suffera 
great deal by the delay of a few days in the pas- 


sage ef the appropriation bills; Ido not think the | 


‘Treasury will suffer by that; and | doubt very 
much whether we shail hear any complaints 
throughout the country I consequence of appro- 
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; fe Reet ag s : | 
The yeas and nays were ordered; and being * priation bills not being pressed through in such hot 


haste. Lam willing to give gentlemen all the aid 
I can to take up bills in their proper order. 

| wish to say, in this connection, that if [ un- 
derstand the Calendar aright, the homestead bill 
comes up next after the fishing bounties bill. The 
friends of that measure have been here quietly, 
patiently —or perhaps [ought to say impatiently — 
waiting for a considerable length of time to have 
that bill reached. fam in hopes that business 
will go on in its proper order, and that that bill 
will be taken upand disposed of. The gentleman 
from Alabama is now ready, and I understand 
the Senator from Maine is ready, to go into the 
consideration of the first special order. Why 
not take it up, and let the Indian appropriation 
come up in its proper place, and be disposed of 
in due time? Let us take up first the fishing 
bounty bill, which is the first special order; next, 
the homestead bill, and dispose of it as we reach 
it. Jam inclined to think that the great mass of 
the American people are as deeply interested in 
the proper distribution of the public lands, par- 
ticularly when the proposition is to provide homes 
for the people, as in the appropriation of thou- 
sands and millions out of the ‘Treasury, especi- 
ally when the condition of the Treasury is, to say 
the least, not at all plethoric. I hope we shall go 
on with business In its proper order. I do not 
intend to be importunate; Ido not intend to be 
obtrusive on the Senate; but I have the home- 
stead bill,as | know many others have, deeply at 
heart, and I intend to press it earnestly on the 
consideration of the Senate from this time until 
it shall be disposed of. 

Mr. HUNTER. I call the attention of the 
Senator from Tennessee to the fact that, if the ap- 
priation bills are to wait until all the special orders 
are disposed of, they will not be taken up until 
after the day fixed for the adjournment. We have 
been notified by the President that he will not 
sign these bills unless he has time to read and 
examine them. I think, with that notification, it 


| behooves us to, as is generally acknowledged to 


be proper, take up those bills, and act on them 
first. Atany rate, 1 must take the sense of the 
Senate on that proposition. 

Mr. BIGGS. The reason assigned by the Sen- 
ator from Tennessee against the motion of the 
Senator from Virginia is the strongest reason in 
the world why I shall vote for the motion of the 
Senator from Virginia. 1 cannot but understand 
the allusion which he makes to the appropriation 
bills as entirely applicable to the homestead bill, 
which he has so much at heart; for if there is a 


measure before Congress that proposes to squan- | 


der the public treasure in a worse direction than 
any other, it seems to me itis the favorite projet 
of the Senator from Tennessee. I think the ne- 
cessary appropriation bills ought to claim the at- 
tention of the Senate in the first place, instead of 
this: measure, new In its character, and so profuse 
of the public treasure. 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. In answer to 


| the gentleman from North Carolina I will say, as 
| L said on a former occasion, that I shall be able 


to prove that instead of the homestead bill dimin- 
ishing the receipts into the Treasury, it will have 
precisely the contrary effect. I pledge him that, 
if he will unite with the friends of the bill to bring 
it up, and give ita fair consideration, and pass it, 
instead of its depleting the Treasury or squan- 
dering the public revenue, I shall demonstrate as 
clearly and conclusively as figures can demon- 


| Strate anything, that it will increase the public rev- 


enue, and, in fact, it ought to be pressed on the 


country, at this time, as a revenue measure, cal- | 
_ewlated, when carried into full and successful | 
operation, to increase the resources of the nation. 


Now, sir, | understand the remark of the Pres- 


_ ident in his message, which has been alluded to, 


to be general; that he wil! not sign any bill which 
is passedsat a later period than two days prior to 
the close of the session. Then, it is just as im- 


portant to have the homestead bill passed two | 


days before the close of the session as any other 


bill, if we expect the signature of the President, | 


and of that | have no doubt. When the bill is 


passed, | have no doubt it will be signed by the | 


President. I feel satisfied that the public mind is 
made up in reference to the measure. 
sense of the community is very decided upon the 
subject. If the Senate will now reflect the sense 


of the country, as it has been reflected on various | 


| nity to approve or disapprove it. 





I think the | 
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occasions oP the other House, this bill w 
a 


ill soon 
become the law of the land. I hope we shal! a 


ceed with business in regular order. But if we 
are not to do so, I shall press this measure ear). 
estly on the consideration of the Senate from da 
to day, till the close of the session. y 
Mr. BIGGS. ‘The Senator from Tennessee as. 


| sumes that the homestead bill, the favorite of his 
| is to — through both branches of Congres ; 


8,and 


is to be approved by the President. Now, | do 


| not profess to know anything about the opinion 


of the President on this particular measure; but 
for the parpose of excluding a conclusion, | desire 
to say that if I understand the position of the 
President of the United States in regard to squan- 
dering the public lands, this is the last measure to 
which he will ever consent to give his approba- 


| tion; but I trust that it will be strangled in the two 


Houses of Congress, as it ought to be. If, how- 
ever, it should pass through both Houses, | en- 


| tertain a confident hope that the President of the 


United States will exercise his constitutional 
power of vetoing such a measure. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. Tam in hopes 
that the President of the United States will! haye 
a fair opportunity to approve or disapprove of 
this measure; and I trust we shall not resort to 
strategy and legislative maneuver to strangle an 


| important bill like this, which is to provide homes 


for the people. Sir, the measure has already been 
strangled twice. It passed the popular branch of 
Congress twice by overwhelming majorities, and 
it was sent to this body, and here it was strangled, 
Let us have fair, full, explicit action of the Senate 
upon the measure, and if the two Houses pass it, 
let the President have an unincumbered opportu- 
I predict now 
that the President of the United States, when the 
bill is presented to him, will not withhold his sig- 
nature. 

Mr. STUART. [am very sorry that the dis- 
cussion is so long in regard to the measure that 
we shall take up; but inasmuch as it has been so 


| generally indulged in, I beg leave to say that I 


am most emphatically in favor of reaching the 
measure which has been brought forward by the 
~ r F 

Senator from Tennessee. It was made the spe- 
cial order a long time ago, and ought to have 
been acted upon, and would have beenacted upon 
but for the extended controversy about Kansas. 


| That subject is out of the way temporarily, and 
| | hope we shall come to the consideration of the 


bill of the Senator from Tennessee. It is un- 
doubtedly true that if you allow the appropriation 
bills to be brought up at any moment, and at all 
moments, they will be used as a broad-ax to cut 
down every other measure. If Senators were 
ready to proceed with the fishing bounties bill, l 
should be in favor of taking up that subject, and 
ending it by taking the vote of the Senate upon 
the bill; but inasmuch as they are not, I am in 
favor now of taking up the homestead bill, and 
ending that; and if Senators are disposed to vote, 
and not to discuss it at any considerable length, 
as I think the whole country understands it, we 
can vote upon it to-day. If, however, Senators 
are disposed to debate it to the extent of their 
power, then it ought to come up; it should not be 
killed bytime. I hope the Senate will vote against 
postponing the special order; and inasmuch as the 
fishing bounty question is not ready for action, and 
the homestead bill is ready, let us take up the lat- 
ter; and therefore | ask for the yeas and nays on 
this question. 

Mr. HUNTER. I hope we shall have the vote. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. ; 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question 
is On postponing the prior orders, and taking up 
the Indian appropriation bill. 

Mr. SEWARD. What is the first special or- 
der that is to be postponed? . 

Mr. CLAY. The bill to repeal the fishing 
bounties. 

Mr. WADE. Is the next the homestead bill? 

Mr. KING. That is it. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. There are sev- 
eral special orders. 1 do not recollect which 1s 
next in order. 

Mr. SEWARD. The next I understand to be 
the homestead bill. : 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair so 
understands. 

Mr. SLIDELL. I wish to state that there was 
a special order on the Calendar after the bill of the 
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Canator fons Tennes ssee, in n relation ¢ to ‘the Dis- 





yet of Columbia banks, prohibiting them from 


ne bank-notes, and I shall feel it to be my 


I understand from the chairman of the 
Com mittee on Finance that the Indian appropri- 
lis ofan ordinary character, and notlikely 
a a toany discussion. Under these circum- 
: - -es L shall vote with him. I regret that the 
s-nator from Alabama should not have pressed 


‘he consideration of his bill to-day. 1 am told that | 


yt to o pre ss that bill on the consideration of the | 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


| lions a year, and we are borrowing the money to 
pay them, and when, as has beeu intimated in 
the Senate to-day, in addition to the $20,000,000 
which we have borrowed during the present ses- 
Sion, anew loan bill is soon to be before us, j am 
not willing to take these bills by the wholesale 
|| withoutanexamination, and | think if we look into 
them we shall very likely find that there isas great 
abuse in the Indian department, as in the other 
departments of the Government. vee) know that 
the expenses for the Army and the Navy have 


» Indian bill will not lead to any lengthy dis- | run up enormously, and that officers have been 


ongsiOn. I shall, therefore, now vote for the post- 
nonement of prior orders; but hereafter I shall act 
») concert with my friends from ‘Tennessee and 


\jabama, in insisting on the regular order of busi- | 


ss as it is upon the Calendar. 
Mr. JOUNSON, cf Tennessee. In connection 
with what the Senator from Louisiana has said, 


| desire to re »mark thatif it is understood that we | 


shal! afterwards take up the Calendar and go on 


with business in regular order, Lam willing to con- | 
t, if it is more agreeable to the Senate, to take | 
p the Indian bill first, as it is only to occupy a 


hort time. 


"ie. HU NTER. All I can say is, that I can- 


not pledge myself not to move for the considera- | 


tionofthe appropriation bills when they are ready. 


The Senate, of course, will determine by a ma- | 


jority. 


Mr. KING. 
ine whether we shall take up the homest 
a view to take up the homestead bill. 
to postpone the special orders. 
can be 


now remaining to us, it will be lost. 


Houses. 


with the unde srstanding that it is to come up. 


Mr.CLAY. No, the fishing bounties bill comes 


up first. 


“Mr. KING. 


will not be taken up. Is 
Mr. CLAY. 


with that bill, if the postponement be not agreed 


shall vote to postpone. 


to, unless the Senate choose to postpone it for the | 


absent Senator who desires to be here. 
Mr. KING. Let the Senate decide. 


The question being taken by yeas and nays, 


resulted—yeas 24, nays 11; as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. 


ter, Green, Gwin, Hammond, Harlan, Houston, Hunter 


Iverson, Kennedy, Mason, Polk, Sebastian, and Slidell—24. 


NAYS——Messrs. Broderick, Chandler, Doolittle, 
Johnson of Tennessee, King, Pugh, Seward, 
bull, and Wade—Il1. 


Durkee 
Stuart, Trum 


So the motion of Mr. Hunter was agreed to; | 


and the Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, 
proceeded to consider the bill (H.R. No. 5) mak 
ing appropriations for the current and contingen 
expenses of the Indian department, and for fulfill 


ing treaty stipulations with various Indian tribes 


for the year ending June 30, 1859. 
Mr. HUNTER. 


law. The Committee on Finance offer no amend 
ments to it. 

Mr. SIMMONS. 
appropriated ? 

Mr. HUNTER. 
hundred thousand dollars. 

Mr. BIGGS. Has the bill been read ? 
a he PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
tit e 

Mr. BIGGS. I desire to hear it all. 

The Secretary read the bill at length. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I trust that this bill wil 


How much is the amoun 


not be suffered to pass without some examination | 


and understanding of it. I admit that I have no 


been able to look carefully i into the bill at all; my 
attention had not been turned to it until it was | 


called up to-day; but itis a bill appropriating, 


l understood from the chairman of the Committee 
on Finance, over a million dollars; and I under- 
stood him also to say that itwas merely tocarry out 
the law, and that it was a bill about which there 


could be no cont ‘roversy. Atthis time, when ou 


expenses have run up to almosta hundred mil- || 


The yeas and nays having béen 
called, and the object of this vote being to determ- 
sad bill, 
[ shall vote against the postponement simply with 
I desire to 
whether the appropriation bills are constantly 
Unless that bill 
taken up ata reasonably early day of those 
We have 
notice that it is to be ‘strangled’? in the two 
As a test question, whether we are to 
eet itup in good faith and have a vote on it, I 

all vote against postponing the special orders, 


I understand the fishing bounties | 
bill, on account of the absence of some Senators, 


I shall ask the Senate to proceed 


Allen, Bayard, Benjamin, Biggs, Bigler, 
Brown, Clay, Crittenden, Dixon, Evans, Fitzpatrick, Pos- 


I will state that this is the | 
regular bill to carry out treaties—all according to | 


Jetween twelve and thirteen 


Oaly by its | 


making contracts without authority of law, in- 
volving the Government to the extent of hundreds 
of thousands and millions ef dollars. On the sec- 
ond page of this bill, I find this item: 


“For the pay of the several Indian sub-agents, per act ef 
3lst July, 1854, $10,500.” 


IT have before me that act; itis an appropriation 
bill, containing, however, some general legislation: 
but [ do not find that that act created any obliga- 
tion upon the Government to pay $10,500 to sub- 
agents. I also find in the sixth section of that 
act, a provision authorizing the President of the 
United States, by and with the advice and con- | 
sent of the Senate, toappoint certain Indian agents 
(six inall) atsalaries, as provided in the next sec- 
tion, of $1,500 each. There is the creation of an 
office, intended I suppose to be a permanent office, 
which the President is authorized to appaint, and 
it would be the duty of subsequent Congresses to 
provide for the payment of the salary of that offi- 
cer; but there is no provision in the a t of the 31st 
of July, 1854, creating the office of sub-agent asa 
permanent office atall. If you will look to that 
act you will find that there is an appropriation 
‘* for the pay of four Indian sub-agents in Oregon 
1} Territory, at anannual salary of $1,000 cach,’’ and 
another clause ** for the pay of two Indian sub- 
agents in Washington Territory, for six months, 
ending June 30th, 1854, $1,000.°’ These appro- 
| priations were made to pay I suppose re some 

specific service pe rformed at that time, 
the Chairman of the Finance Committee if it was 
| the intention of Congress to create six permanent 
| offices of Indian sub-agents, by simply making 
an appropriation to pay for a few of them for that 
single year? That is the way our expenses are 
swelled up. Owing perhaps to some extraordi- 
nary service which was required that year in 
Washingtonand in Oregon Territories, sub-agents 
| were employed, and the Congress of the United 
States thought proper to mi ike an appropriation 
| to pay them for that year; but was that intended 
|’ to be the creation of a permanent office ? 
|| This bill says, ** for the pay of the several 
sub-agents per ac of 3lst July, 1854.’’ Now, I 
should like the chairman of the Committee on Fi- 
nance to show me what provision in the act of 
1854 authorized the permanent establishment of 
sub-agents, or created such an office. It is very 
easy to see how our e xpenses are sw elled by this 
> || sort of legislation. If Congress, for some reason, 
appropriates money one year for a specific pur- 
| pose, has it come to this, that Congress, for all 
future time, must appropriate the same amount 
| of money for that purpose, and does the appro- 
priation ‘of money at one session of Congres: 
make it obligatory on all subsequent Congresses 
to appropriate the same thing? Is it to carry out 
any provision of law when we make the next ap- 
propriation? If Congress, this year, appropriates 
}a million dollars to build a dome on this Capi- 
| itol, does that impose an obligation to appropri- 
ate a million next year ? If it pays two sub-agents 
| in Oregon, for six months service, $1,000 in 1854, 
|| does that impose any obligation in 1858 to em- 
| ploy sub-agents and pay them? I think the dis- 
tinction is very clear in this act of July 31, 1854, 
between a permanent officer and one employed 
| for atemporary purpose. ‘There is no foundation 
| in the act, as [ understand and construe it, for 
| an appropriation of $10,500 for the payment of 
sub-agents, because no such officers are created 
by the act. 

There are numerous other items in this bill, 
which may be founded upon estimates, but they 
€8 || are not founded upon laws. Here is one: 

For presents to Indians, $5,000.” 
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That may be very proper; I do not know but | 
that it is; but is there any law requiring it? 
r | Again: 


* For provisions for Indians, $11,800.” 


but I ask |} 


1913 








This does not appear to be by virtue of any act 
'of Congress. I find on the third page an tem of 
$30 ,000—for what? 

** For insurance, transportation, and necessary expenses 
of delivery of annuities, goods, and provisions, to the Indian 


| tribes in Minnesota, Michigan, and Wisconsin.” 


Now, for aught I know, it may have cost that; 
but it looks to me like a very large sum to appro- 
priate $30,000 as a payment for insurance, trans- 
portation, and necessary expenses of delivering the 
annuities to the Indians in Michigan, Wisconsin, 
and Minnesota. I doubt not that the chairman of 
the committee has looked into this matter, and I 
hope he will be able to give the Senate some in- 
formation in regard to it. Here is another item: 

* Coniingencivs of the Indian department, $36,500."" 
| Tam not prepared now to go through with this 

bill. L only instance these items to show its char- 
acter, and I should like to know, and I call upon 
| the committee having these billsincharge,to know 
if there is no way to reduce these expenses. Are 
we to go on forever making the same appropria- 
tions, merely because a former Congress has done 
it? L hope not. I voted for appropriations at the 
last Congress which | would not vote for now; 
and I lope the fact that my vote was cast for ap- 
| propriations then is not to be given now asa rea- 
son why I should vote for similar appropriations, 
| The cireamstances are different. Then the Treas- 
| ury was full. It isa great evil to have the money 
of the country hoarded up by the Government. 
| | was anxious to deplete the Treasury, and voted 
larger sums than I should be willing to vote at 
another time when we have to borrow money in 
order to meet the appropriations. 

Without undertaking to discuss this bill at all, 
having called attention to these few items, I trust 
the bill will not be pressed to-day; but that it will 
be laid aside after the Senate shall have proceeded 
so fur as it may be deemed advisable to do to-day, 
and leave the matter open, that it may be exam- 
| ined into more carefully, and let us act upon it 
| to-morrow. 

Mr. tLUNTER. If the Senator chooses to in- 
sivi on laying the bill over, and the Senate is dis- 
| posed to indulge him, | am sure I can have no 
| objection; butif he requires time for this bill, I 

do not know how much he will want for the others 

that are to come up; for, in truth, nearly the 

whole of it is to carry out treaty stipulations, and 
is in pursuance of law. 

In regard to the appropriation for the Indian 
| sub- -agents, there are a few such appropriations. 
The same nec essity exists for sub-agents now as 
| heretofore. The sub-agents are distributed as fol- 
lows: three for the tribes in California, four for 
the tribes in Oregon Territory, two for the tribes 
in Washington ‘Territory. ‘They have been es- 

| tablished not by regular law, saying there shall 
be so many, but from 1854 up to this time we 
have appropriated for that number, and we have 
appropriated the sum which is now asked. I see 
| no objection to that. The same reason which ex- 
isted then exists now. We have as many Indians 
| to take care of—as many in the very ‘Territories 
| for which these sub-agents were appointed. 

Next, as to the provisions: he will find that 
that is provided for by law. There isa discretion 
given to the President by the law of 1834, | think 

itis, in regard to furnishing rations and provis- 
ions to the Indians when they come to the posts. 
| ‘This, | believe, is the usual appropriation. So of 
| contingencies. It is impossible that we can pro- 
| vide by law what shall be the appropriation for 
contingencies. We give this year what we gave 
last year. Itis true that, in the recapitulation, 
| the Secretar y says he asks $2,000 more this year 
| than he did last year; but when the Committee 
| on Finance came to examine the estimate for the 
last year, they found the estimate the same then 
as now. Probably,as it has just occurred tome, 
| we may have cut down the estimate $2,000 last 
| year; but the estimate is the same this year as 
| last-—$36,500 for contingencies. The Senator wil 
| find, when he comes to examine the bill, that the 
| greater part of it is simply to carry out treaty 
| stipulations; that, in regard to these items, thev 
| are appropriations which have been repeated from 
| year to year by Congress, not because there was 

a standing law establishing so many officers, but 
| because the necessity which exisied when the 

appropriation was first made has continued to 
|| €Xist since that time. j ‘ 

i) But, sir, if any Senator says he desires time to 
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look into an appropriation bill numbering as many 
pages as this, | feel that [cannot press it. Lonly 
know that by laying it over until to-morrow, we 
ahall come into conflict with those gentlemen who 


have cial orders, and we shall have another 
fielttogetitup. If they are willing it shall b 
laid over, lam. Ifthe Senator chooses to move 
fo postpone it, and make it the special order for 
1 , lock, to take proce dence of 


morrow at one oe 


s, I shall not oppose that proposition; 
but I think if there is any bill that is likely to be 
here this year which would not r quire 
a very close scrutiny, this is the one. There is 
a supplemental bill coming up from the Flouse to 
which the Senator might well direct his attention, 
but here [ think he will see nothing to object to 
after he has made his examination. ; 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I should like to make an 
inquiry in regard to the appropriation for these 
sub-agents—whether there is any evidence that 
such officers are required otber than simply the 
estimate of the Department for them? The Sen- 
ate will bear in mind, and also the chairman of 
the Committee on Finance, that the officer making 
this estimate is not the one who has particular 
charge of the Indian department. It may be that 
these sub-agents are required; but it certainly is 
a very objectionable mode of legislation, that we 
are to create officers in this way by simply appro- 
priating money one year to pay them for some 
extraordinary service. [am not prepared to agree 
to that appropriation of $10,500. It may be said 
that itis a small sum, not worth caviling about; 
but it is the principle Lamafter. I wish to know 
whether there is any evidence that this is needed 
as a permanent office? If so, let us create it; and 
not simply, by appropriating money, pay for an 
officer that does not exist by law. 

Mr. HUNTER. In 1854 we created three sub- 
agents for California, four for the tribes in Ore- 
gon ‘Territory, and two for the tribes of Wash- 
ineton Territory. ‘These were created upon the 
suggestion of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs 
and the Secretary of the Interior, that they were 
necessary. They have estimated for them as 
being necessary ever since, and that is as good a 
reason for repeating the appropriation from year 
to year as if there were a permanent law. It is, 
perhaps, better that such offices as these should 
be provided for in this way than by a permanent 
law, because they may not always be wanted— 
changes take place in the Indian tribes. You may 
now dispense with one here, and another one may 
be wanted there. Probably the best mode of pro- 
viding for them is merely from year to year, as 
has been done in regard to those ever since 1854. 
] can give no better reason than that. It is satis- 
factory to my mind, and has been to the Senate 
for the last three or four years. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to a third reading, and read 
the third time. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I wish to record my vote 
against the passage of the bill; and I ask for the 
yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered; and being 
taken, resulted-—yeas 26, nays 9; as follows: 

YEAS— Messrs. Allen, Bayard, Bell, Renjamin, Biggs, 
Bigier, Boght, Brown, Clay, Collamer, Crintenden, Evans, 
Fessenden, Fitzpatrick, Lammond, Houston, Hunter, iver 


son, Johnson of Arkansas, Johnsoa of Tennessee, Jones, 


Kennedy, Mason, Polk, Sebastian, and Stidel!—256. 


NAYS— Messrs. Broderick, Durkee, Foot, Foster, Harlan, 
King, Pagh, Trumbull, and Wade—9. 


So the bill was passed. 


pr sented 


HUNGARIAN SETTLERS IN IOWA. 

Mr. HARLAN. The Committee on Public 
Lands, to whom was referred the bill (S. No. 
360) for the relief of the Hangarian settlers upon 
certain tracts of land in Lowa, hitherto reserved 
from sale by order of the President, dated Janu- 
ary 22, 1855, have directed me to report it with- 
out amendment. This is a bill which requires 
immediate action, if anything is to be done. The 
ease is simply this: some time since Congress 
authorized the President to withhold a township 
of land from sale, for the benefit of certain Hun- 
garian refugees; this land has been occupied by 
the poorer portion of these reservees; but recently 
it has been ordered into market and is to be sold 
on the 17th of this month. This bill provides for 
their relief merely by giving them the liberty to 
file preémption claims as other settlers. Lask that 
the bill may be considered at once. 


|| when his name was called. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. I shall object 
to the present consideration of the bill. Lagreed, 
as far as [ was concerned, that the gentleman 
should have leave to report it, but | cannot con- 
sent to its passacc., , 

Mr. JONES. I hope my friend from Arkansas 
will withdraw his objection. I ask the Chatr, 
however, whethera single objection has the effect 
to pass the bill over? i 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Mason.) 
Year, Sir, as the bill has just been reported, 

Mr. JONES. ‘The landsare to come into mar- 
ket, and unless the bill be passed very soon, it 
will be of ne use to these settlers. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. I agreed that 
the bill might be reported, with the understanding 
that] was not to be asked to support it. I know 
nothing of the bill. I think, as a member of the 
Committee on Public Lands, 1 ought to know 
what it is. 

Mr. JONES. It came from your committee. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. I believe only 
three members of the committee know anything 
about it. 

Mr. HARLAN. I will say—— 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
out of order. 

made. 


Discussion is 
‘Tire bill coes over, objection being 
> ’ J > 


EXECUTIVE SESSION. 
On the motion of Mr. FITZPATRICK, the 


Senate proceeded to the consideration of executive 
business; and after some time spent therein, the 
doors were reopened, and the Senate adjourned. 


fHIOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpay, May 3, 1858. 


The House met at twelve o’clock, m. 
by Rey. Lirrteton I’. Morgan. 
The Journal of Friday was read and approved. 


CHANGE OF HOUR OF MEETING. 
Mr.GARTRELL.  Iask the unanimous con- 


sent of the House to introduce the following res- 
olution: 

Resolved, That on and after Wednesday next, the House 
will meet daily at the hour of eleven o’clock, a. m. 

Mr. CRAIGE, of North Carolina. 

Mr. GARTRELL. 
suspended in order that the resolution may be in- 
troduced. 


Prayer 


I object. 


The House was divided; and there were—ayes 


73, noes 32. 

Mr. CLEMENS. There is no quorum voting, 
and I| therefore demand tellers. 

Mr. GREENWOOD. I demand the yeas and 
nays. 

‘The yeas and nays were ordered. 


The question was taken, and it was decided in || 


the aflirmative—yeas 94, nays 39, as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Abbott, Anderson, Andrews, Atkins, 

Avery, Barksdale, Billinghurst, Bingham, Bliss, Boyce, 

Brayton, Buifinton, Burns, Case, Joun B. Clark, Clawson, 


Clemens, John Cochrane, Comins, Curtis, Davis of Massa- || 


chusetts, Davis of Lowa, Dewart, Dowdell, Edmuadson, 
English, Foley, Foster, Gartrell, Giddings, Gilmer, Good- 
win, Granger, Greenwood, Gregg, Hickman, Howard, 
lughes, Jackson, Jewett, George W. Jones, J. Glancy 
Jones, Owen Jones, Kellogg. Kelsey, Kilgore, Knapp, La- 
mar, Lawrence, Leach, Leiter, Leteher, Lovejoy, Hum- 


plrey Marshail, Mason, Morgan, Edward Joy Morris, Isaac | 


N. Morris, Freeman H. Morse, Niblack, Palmer, Pettit, 
Peyton, Phelps, Pike, Reilly, Ricaud, Ritchie, Royce, Rus- 
sell, Seales, Scott. Seward, John Sherman, Judson W. 
Sherman, Shorter, Samuel A. Smith, Stallworth, Stephens, 
Wiliam Stewart, George Taylor, Tompkins, ‘Trippe, Un- 
derwood,Wade,Walbridge, Walton, Cadwalader C. Washb- 
burn, Watkins, White, Wilson, Woodson, Wortendyke, 
and Augustus R. Wright—94. 


NAYS—Messrs. Adrain, Bennett, Blair, Branch, Bryan, | 


Burlingame, Ezra Clark, Horace F. Clark, Clay, Clingman, 
Colfax, Burton Craige, Davis of Maryland, Davis of Indi- 
ana, Dean, Dodd, Grow, Harlan, Thomas L. Harris, Hatch, 
Hawkins, Horton, Houston, Keily, Leidy, McQueen, May- 
nard, Nichols, Parker, Ready, Reagan, Ruffin, Aaron Shaw, 
Singleton, Tappan, Ellihu B. Washburne, Israel Wash- 
burn, Winslow, and Zollicoffer—39. 


So the rules were suspended, two thirds having 
voted in favor thereof. 

Pending the above call, 

Mr. BUFFINTON stated that his colleague, 
Mr. Dawes, had paired off with Mr. Quitman, 
of Mississippi, until Friday next; and that his 
colleague, Mr. Goocn, had paired off with Mr. 
Bownam, of South Carolina, for one week from 
Wednesday next. 

Mr. COLB said that he was not within the bar 
He was detained at 


I move that the rules be 





the Departments with business of his constituents 


if he had been here he would have voted jy yj, 
affirmative. ; 
Mr. FLORENCE stated that he had paired o¢ 


with Mr. Watpron, of Michigan, until Wedy.. 
day next. = 
Mr. GARTRELL demanded the previous ques. 
tion. 
The previous question was seconded, and tha 
main question ordered to be put; and, under tha 
operation thereof, the resolution was acer ed to 


SESSIONS OF JUDICIARY COMMITTEE, 


Mr. HOUSTON. Iam instructed by the Com. 
mittee on the Judiciary to ask permission of | * 
House that the committee may hold its sessions 
during the sessions of the House. The commi. 
tee have been meeting almost every morning the 
entire session. We have many witnesses befor 
us, and we could hardly get through their exan. 
ination in the morning hours heretofore allowed 
us. One bour being now taken away by the res. 
olution just adopted, it will be impossible to com- 
plete our examination of witnesses unless the 
House give us permission to sit during its ges. 
sions. 

No objection being made, leave was granted, 

TERRITORIAL BUSINESS. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. I wish to give 
| nafice to the House that to-morrow, after the ex. 

piration of the morning hour, I shall move to pro- 

ceed to the business upon the Speaker’s table, 
with a view to take up the bill for the admissioy 
of Minnesota into the Union. 
I also ask the unanimous consent of the House 
| to introduce the usual resolution setting apart 
| two days for the consideration of territorial busi- 
ness. 
| Mr.GROW. Task the gentleman from Geor- 
gia [Mr. Srepuens] to allow the Minnesota bill 
|| to go to the Committee of the Whole on the state 
| of the Union, and be made the special order from 
day to day until disposed of. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. That can be 
done to-morrow, if the House is disposed to doit. 

Mr.GROW. A single objection will prevent 
it then. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. I desire to put 
the bill immediately upon its passage. 

The resolution of Mr.Sreruens was then read; 
as follows: 

Resolved, That Wednesday and Thursday of next week, 
the 12th and 13th instant, be, and the same are hereby, set 
apart for the consideration of territorial business. 

Mr. CRAIGE, of North Carolina. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. 
| pend the rules. 
| Mr. GROW. Thope the gentleman will with- 
draw his objection. 

The rules were suspended—two thirds voting 
_ in favor thereof. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. I now offer the 
_ resolution, and call the previous question upon tt. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
| main question Cedorel to be put; and, under the 
operation thereof, the resolution was adopted. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, moved to re- 
consider the vote by which the resolution was 
adopted; and also moved to lay the motion to re- 
consider on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


SELECT COMMITTEE ON KANSAS AFFAIRS. 


| Mr. BILLINGHURST obtained the floor, 
Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. | hope the gen- 
tleman from Wisconsin will allow me to make 
one further motion. Task the unanimous consent 
of the House—and I suppose there will be no ob- 
| jection now—to make a report from the commit- 
tee of fifteen upon Kansas matters—that it, to- 
gether with the views of the minority of the same 
oy may be printed and go upon the Jour- 
nal. 
Mr. MORGAN. I object. : 
Mr. HARRIS, of Illinois. I hope there will 
be no objection. The gentleman from Vermont 
{[Mr. Mornixt] left with me the views of the mi- 
nority upon his side of the House to present to 
_the House. I hope there will be no objection. 
Those gentlemen of the committee who acted 
with me are in favor of it. 
Mr. SEWARD. lL objectto debate; but do not 


I object. 
I move to sus- 


{ 
| 
| 


| object to the report being made. 
| TheSPEAKER. Objection is not withdrawn. 
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1858. 


vr. BILLINGHURST. Lask the unanimous 
sent of the House to offer the following res- 


wtion: 

pootred, That the Committee of the Whole on the state 
woo Uoion be discharged from the further consideration 
bill No. 245—a bill for the relief of certain settlers 
public lands in the State of Wisconsin, and that 
i! be considered at this time. 


}Louse 


\fr. JONES, of Tennessee. Let the bill be 
_that we may know what it is. 

Phe bill was read in extenso. 

Vr. CRAIGE, of North Carolina, objected to 
the introduction of the resolution. 
~ Mr. BILLINGHURST moved to suspend the 
(A message was here received from the Senate, 
by Mr. Dickins, their Secretary, informing the 
ijouse that the Senate had receded from their 
amendments, disagreed to by this House, to the 
iilientitled ** An act to supply deficiencies in ap- 
propriations for the service of the fiscal year end- 
ing the 30th of June, 1858.”’ 

Mr. BILLINGHURST. If the House will 
read the report in this case, I think there will be 
no oyjection. 

Mr. CRAIGE, of North Carolina. I object to 
gedate. 

Mr. BELLINGHURST. I demand tellers on 
the motion to suspend the rules, 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Burrinton, 
and Cratce of North Carolina, were appointed, 

The House divided; and the tellers reported— 
aves 75, noes 49. 

‘So (two thirds not voting in favor thereof) the 
rules were net suspended. 


SALES OF PUBLIC LANDS. 
Mr. GROW. 


I ask the unanimous consent of 
he House to offer a joint resolution, to which I 


t 
presume there will be no objection. 


The joint resolution was read for information, 


It directs that none of the public lands belonging 
to the United States shall be exposed to public 
sale, under proclamation of the President, until 
the same shall have been surveyed and the re- 
turn thereof filed in the Land Office for the period 
of ten years. 

Mr. CLEMENS. I object. 

Mr. GROW. I move to suspend the rules; 
and on that motion I call for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I desire to 
ask the gentleman from Pennsylvania if his pur- 
pose is to prevent a settler buying his farm. 

Mr. GROW. This resolution leaves the pre- 
emption laws exactly as they are. It does not 
interfere with them. They can prove the pre- 
emption and get their title any time within the 
ten years. It merely prevents public sales by 
proclamation of the President. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the negative—yeas 74, nays 78; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Abbott, Adrain, Andrews, Bennett, Bing- 
ham, Blair, Bliss, Brayton, Buffinton, Burlingame, Case, 
Ezra Clark, Horace F. Clark, Clawson, Colfax, Comins, 
Cox, Cragin, James Craig, Burton Craige, Curtis, Damrell, 
Davis of Massachusetts, Davis of Lowa, Dean, Dick, Dodd, 
Durtee, Foster, Giddings, Goodwin, Granger, Grow, Robert 
B. Hall, Harlan, Thomas L. Harris, Hickman, Hoard, Tior- 
ton, Howard, George W. Jones, Kellogg, Kelly, Kelsey, 
Kilgore, Knapp, Leach, Lovejoy, Mason, Morgan, Isaac N. 
Morris, Freeman H. Morse, Palmer, Parker, Pettit, Pike, 
Potter, Ricaud, Ritchie, Royce, Aaron Shaw, John Sher- 
man, Judson W. Sherman, Spinner, William Stewart, 
lappan, George Taylor, Wade, Walbridge, Walton, Cad 
walader C. Washburn, Ellihu B. Washburne, and Israel 
Washburn—74. 

NAYS—Messrs. Anderson, Atkins, Avery, Barksdale, 
Bishop, Bocock. Boyee, Branch, Bryan, Burnett, Burns, 
Caruthers, John B. Clark, Clay, Clemens, Clingman, Cobb, 
John Cochrane, Cockerill, Crawford, Davidson, Davis of 
ludiana, Dewart, Dowdell, Edmundson, English, Foley, 
Garnett, Gartrell, Gillis, Goode, Greenwood, Gregg, Law- 


reuce W. Hall, Hawkins, Houston, Hughes, Jackson, Jew- | 


ett, J. Glaney Jones, Owen Jones, Lawrence, Leidy, Leiter, 
Letcher, McQueen, Humphrey Marshall, Maynard, Mill 
son, Niblack, Nichols, Peyton, Phelps, Poweil, Ready, Rea- 
gan, Reilly, Ruffin, Russeil, Sandidge, Savage, Scales, Sew 


ard, Shorter, Sickles, Singleton, Samuel A. Smith, Stall- | 


worth, Stephens, Trippe, Underwood, Watkins, White, 


Woodson, Wortendyke, Augustus R. Wright, John V. : 


Wright, and Zollicotier—78. 


So (two thirds not voting in favor thereof) the 
rules were not suspended. 

Pending the vote, 

Mr. FLORENCE stated that he had paired off 
with Mr. Watprow on political questions, and 
felt a delicacy in voting on this question. 

Mr. NICHOLS stated that he was in favor of 
free trade in lands, and would vote “* no.” 


Mr. FLORENCE stated that his colleacues, 
Messrs. Puitiips and Epre, had paired off to- 
| gether, and that Mr. Lanpy had paired off with 
another gentleman. 

Mr. HOARD stated that Mr. Tuayern had 
paired off with Mr. Kerrr. 

Mr. CLAWSON stated that Messrs. Mort and 
Lanpy had paired off together, and Messrs. Ros- 
Bins and Huyier. 

Mr. HOPKINS stated that Mr. Murray had 
paired oif with his colleatue, Mr. Cornnina. 


| ENROLLED BILLS. 


Mr. DAVIDSON, from the Committee on En- 
rolled Bills, reported as truly enrolled: 
| Anact (H. R. No. 306) to supply deficiencies 

in the appropriations for the service of the fiscal 
year ending the 30th June, 1858; 

Joint resolution providing for the payment of 
certain expenses of holding the United States 
courts in the ‘Territory of Utah; 

An act (S. No. 36) to provide for the issuing, 
service, and return, of original and final process in 
the circuit and district courts of the United States 
| in certain cases; 

An act (S. No. 76) to incorporate Gonzaga Col- 
lege, in the city of Washington, and District of 
Columbia; 

An act (S. No. 97) to incorporate the Benevo- 
lent Christian Association of Washington city; 

Anact (S. No. 111) to alter the times of hold- 
ing the circuit and district courts of the United 
States for the district of Vermont; and 

An act (S. No. 161) for the admission of the 
State of Kansas into the Union. 
| Mr. J.GLANCY JONES. I move that the 
| rules be suspended, and that the House resolve 
| itself into the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union. 

Mr. LETCHER. [ask my friend to withdraw 
his motion, to allow me to submit a resolution, to 
which | think there will be no objection. 
| Mr. J.GLANCY JONES. 1 withdraw it for 
| that purpose. 


DEBATE IN COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE. 


Mr. LETCHER. I ask the unanimous con- 
sent of the House to offer the following resolu- 
tion: 
| Resolved, That debate in Committee of the Whole during 

the sessions held in daylight be confined tothe bill under 
| consideration, and that evening sessions shal! be held when 
a majority of the committee shall desire it, for the purpose 
of general debate, but not for the transaction of any other 
business. 


Mr. GROW. I have no objection to the last 
partof the resolution; but I object to the first part 
of it. 

Mr. LETCHIER. Then I move to suspend the 
rules. 

Mr. BLISS. I demand the yeas and nays upon 
that motion. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. GILDDINGS. I would suggest to the gen- 
| tleman from Virginia that the first part of the res- 
olution is unnecessary. 

Mr. LETCHER. Why, I have offered the 
resolution at the request of gentlemen upon the 
other side of the House, who suggested evening 
|} Sessions. 

Mr. GROW. We have no objection to that; 
| but we object to the proposed plan of cutting off 
| general discussion. 

Mr. LETCHER. In daylight? 

Mr. GROW. Yes. 

Mr. LETCHER. Does the gentleman expect 
to adjourn on the 7th of June? If so, why does 
he want to occupy the daylight sessions in extra- 
neous debate ? 

Mr. GIDDINGS. I presume he does not. 

Mr. GROW. Lam opposed to changing the 
rules of the House. 

Mr. LETCHER. Then, if we have the requi- 
site number, we will suspend the rules; and, if 
not, I shall have fulfilled my duty to those who 
| requested me to submit the resolution. 

The resolution was again read. 

Mr. LETCHER. That is exactly the resolu- 
| tion which was adopted last session. 

| Mr. GROW. I think not. 

The question was then taken; and it was de- 
cided in the negative—yeas 91, nays 57; as fol- 
lows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Adrain, Anderson, Atkins, Avery, Barks- 
| date, Bishop, Bocock, Boyce, Branch, Bryan, Burnett, 





i\ Barns, Caruchers, John B. Clark, Clawson, Clay, Clemens, | 
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Cobb, John Cochrane, Cockerill, Cox, James Craig, Craw- 
ford, Davidson, Davis of lndiana, Davis of Massachusetts, 
Dewart, Dowdell, Edmundson, English, Foley, Garnett, 
Gartrell,Goode, Greenwood, Gregg, Lawrence W, Hall, Har 
lan, Thomas L. Harris, Haskin, Hawkins, Hickman, How 
ud. Hughes, Jackson, Jenkins, Jewett, George W. Jones, 
J. Glaney Jones, Owen Jones, Kelly, Lawrence, Leteher, 
MeWKibbin, MeQueen, Samuel &. Marshall, Mason, May 
nard, Miller, Isaac N. Morris, Niblack, Nichols, Peyton, 
Phelps, Powell, Reagan. Reilly, Rutlin, Russell, Sandidge, 

Seward, Aaron Shaw, Shorter, Sickles, Singleten, 
ert Smith, Samuel A. Smith, Statlworth, Stephens, 
George ‘Vaylor, Miles Taylor, Uaderwood, Elihu B: Wash 
\ , Watkins, White, Winslow, Woodson, Wortendyke, 
J iV. Wr t, and Zollicoffer—91. 

NAYS—N s. Abbott, Andrews, Bennett, Billinghuret, 
Bingham, Blair, Bliss, Brayton, Buffinton, Barlingame, 
Case, Ezra Clark, Colfax, Comins, Cragin, Curtis, Damrell, 
Davis of Marviand, Davis of lowa, Dean, Dodd, Foster, 
Giddings, Gilmer, Goodwin, Granger, Grow, Robert B. Hall, 
Horton, Kellogg, Kelsey, Knapp, Leach, Leidy, Leiter, 
Lovejoy, Morgan, Edward Joy Morris, Freeman H. Morse, 
Pi er,Parker, Pett, Pike, Potter, Ricaud, Ritchie, Royce, 
John Sherman, Judson W. Sherman, Spinner, Tompkins, 
Wade, Walbridge, Walton, Cadwalader C. Washburn, 
Isracl Washburn, and Wilson—57. 








» (two thirds not voting in favor thereof) the 
rules were not suspended. 
MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 

A message was received from the Senate by Mr. 
Asbury Dickins, its Seeretary, informing the 
House that the Senate had passed bills of the fol- 
lowing tiles, in which he was directed to ask the 
concurrence of the House: 

An act (S. No. 286) to enlarge the Detroit and 
Saginaw land districts in Michigan; and 

An aet (S. No. 296) amendatory of an act en- 
titled **Anact to establish two additional land dis- 
tricts in the ‘Territory of Minnesota,”’ approved 
Sth July, 1856. 

Also, that the Senate had passed a bill of the 
House for the relief of Captain James Mae Meln- 
tosh, of the United States Navy. 

EVENING SESSIONS, 

Mr. J. GLANCY JONES. I ask the unani- 
mous consent of the Hlouse to offer the following 
resolution: 

Resolved, That during the’ present week it shall be in 
order each day for the Committee of the Whole to take a 
recess until seven o’clock, p. in., after which hour general 
debate may be iyduiged in, provided that no vote shall be 


taken at such evening sessions, except On motions that the 
committee rise and that the House adjourn. 


Mr. BURNETT. 
if nobody else does. 

Mr. J. GLANCY JONES. I propose to strike 
out the words ** the present week,’’ and insert 
** during the remainder of the session.”’ 

Mr. SICKLES. Oh, no;that will make it still 
more objectionable, 

Mr. SMITH, of Tennessee. I rise to a ques- 
tion of order. 1 wish to inquire whether it is nut 


“TR 


I object to that resolution, 


| in order for the Committee of the Whole on the 


| state of the Union to take a recess at any time 


without the necessity of any such resolation ? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks that is a 
very doubtful que stion, 

Mr. SMITH, of Tennessee. I think that that 
has been the practice of the committee heretofore. 

The SPEAKER. Sometimes it has, but at 
other times the practice has been different. 

Mr.J.GLANCY JONES. I move to suspend 
the rules to enable me to offer Se resolution. 

Mr. GROW. Has my colleague modified his 
resolution so as to make itapply to the rest of the 
session ? 

Mr. J. GLANCY JONES. I propose to do it, 
but I understand that there is objection. 

Mr.GROW. We have no objection to evening 
sessions. 

Mr. DAVIDSON. I object. 

The House divided on the motion to suspend 
the rules; and there were—ayes 89, noes 15; no 
quorum voting. 

Mr. BUFFINTON demanded tellers. 

‘Tellers were ordered. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, demanded the yeas 
and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. J. GLANCY JONES. 1 withdraw the 
resolution, and move that the rules be suspended, 
and the House resolve itself into the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. FLORENCE. Will my colleague give 
way to let me introduce a resolution ? 

Mr. J. GLANCY JONES. Iam sorry I can- 
not oblige my colleague. 

Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky. I hope we 


shall not go into committee. I have a memorial 
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here from citizens of Washington in regard to tlre 
election riots, and have been trying to get itin for 
months. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. The gentleman can present 
it under the rule s,and have itreferred toany com- 
mittee he desires 

Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky. 


select committee; that is all | want. 
BUSINESS OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 


Mr. GOODE. I wish to ask the House to set 
apart two days for the transaction of business of 
the District of Columbia; and Lask the gentleman 
from Pewnsylvania to allow me to submit a reso- 
lution for that purpose. 

Mr. J. GLANCY JONES. I would do it with 
a great deal of pleasure, but I feel that lam bound 
to insist upon going inte the Committee of the 
Whole, to take up the public business. If the 
Hou: edo not choose to dos >, the y can vote down 
my motion. 

Mr. GOODE. This House is the only Legis- 
lature this District has, and if the Llouse will not 
set apart some time for its business, it will have 
no levislation at all. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. What days does the gen- 
tleman propose to set apart? 

Mr. GOODE. Monday and Tuesday, the 24th 
and 25th of this month. 

Mr. SEWARD. I shall object to every special 
order, Letus have the committees called regularly 
for reports. ' 

Mr. FLORENCE, Do I understand that my 
collearue will not allow me to introduce a bill? I 
appeal to his sympathy and to the sympathy of 
the House. Lamexceeding!ly unwell, and I desire 
that this bill shall be referred to a committee. I 
ask it as a personal favor. 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. Thavea bill which 
I desire very much to mtroduce. 

Mr. RUSSELL. And I another. 

Mr. FLORENCE. Letus, then, have a morn- 
ing hour. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. The gentleman can intro- 
duce his bill to-morrow. ; 

Mr. FLORENCE. The committee to which I 
wish to refer it mects to-morrow morning. 

The House divided on Mr. J. Guancy Jones’s 
sotion; and there were—ayes 74, noes 57. 

So the motion was arreed to. 

So the rules were suspended; and the House 
resolved itself into the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, Mr. Burnerrt in the 
chair. 


Give mea 


PENSION BILL. 


The CHAIRMAN stated the business first in 
order to be the consideration of House bill No. 
259, granting pensions to the officers and soldiers 
of the war with Great Britain of 1812, and those 
engaged in lodian wars doring that period; on 
which Mr. Savace was entitled to the floor. 

Mr. J. GLANCY JONES. Lraise the point 
of order which | raised in the former session of 
the committee—that the appropriation bills take 
precedence of the pension bill announced by the 
Chair. 

The CHAIRMAN. 
port of order. ae 

Mr. J. GLANCY JONES. I wish to make 
my motion I move to take up the appropriation 
bill No. 201, and [ make my point of order on that, 
I am desirous of testing the sense of the House 
on this question. The House understands thé 
reason why | make the motion. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I submit to the 
Chair this question. If the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvain moves to proceed with the bill which was 
under consideration in the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union before the pension bill, 
that bill will ake precedence now that the special 
order has expired, 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair overrules the 
point of order for this reason: it is true that the 
appropriation bill to which the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania refers was under consideration in the 
Committee of the W hole on the state of the Union 
before the bill now pending. The House fixed 
certain days for the consideration of the bill. The 
tume expired, but the House, by a subsequent 
resolution, determined to extend the discussion 
on this bill three hours. The discussion on this | 
bill has been closed. The resolution further pro- 
vides that the Committee of the Whole on the || 


The Chair overrules that 
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state of the Union shall then read the bill by see- | 


tions, and proceed to vote. The Chair does not 
know of any instance in the Committee of the 
W hole on the state of the Union where the com- 
mittee has laid aside a bill under such a state of 
facts, and taken up another bill. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I do not know 
that there is another case exactly like this in the 
history of the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union 

Mr. J.GLANCY JONES. AsI stated before, 
Ido not want to discuss the point, but I appeal 
from the decision of the Chair, so as to get at the 
sense of the committee 

Mr. CLINGMAN. Lask for tellers. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. I desire to call 
the attention of the committee to what is embraced 
and involved in the ruling of the Chair. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. If this is not debatable I 
object to the gentleman from Maine debating it. 
J should like to speak on it myself, if itis open to 
debate. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. I understand 
that this matter is opento debate. Debate is not 
limited, and it is in order to diseuss any question 
in the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union. 

The CILAIRMAN. It is not in order except 
unanimous consent is given. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. The ruling of 
the Chair is a direct revolution of the whole prac- 
tice of the House in the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union. 





TheCHAIRMAN. Thegentleman from Penn- | 


sylvania (Mr. J. Guaney Jones} makes the point 
of order that the bill No. 2591s not the first busi- 
ness in order in the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union, and that the special order 
having expired, it is in order to move to take up 
any other bill that is pending,and moves to take 
up one of the appropriation bills, No. 201, which 
was under consideration in the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, before the spe- 
cial order was taken up. The Chair overrules the 
point of order for the reasons given when the ques- 
tion was presented when the House was last in 
committee. The House had fixed the 22d, 23d, 
and 24th of April for the discussion of this pen- 
sion bill. The time for discussion has expired; 
but the House, by a subsequent resolution, de- 
termined to extend the debate for three hours. A 
resolution was passed that debate should be closed 
in three hours after the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union should have resumed its 
consideration, and that then the bill should be read 
through by sections, and that the committee should 
proceed to vote upon it. The Chair holds that the 
time fixed for the closing of debate having ex- 
vired, it is not in order now to take up any other 
Calnene till the order of the House in regard to 
bill No. 259 shall have been executed. 

Mr. CLINGMAN,. Can a majority of the 
House make a special order? 

The CHAIRMAN. Debate is not in order. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. CLInGMAN, 
and Wasuburn of Maine, were appointed. 

Mr. SICKLES. I desire to ask the Chair 
whether the same question was not disposed of 
the last time we were in committee ? 

The CHAIRMAN. It was decided, and the 
decision of the Chair was sustained. 

Mr. SICKLES. Was not the appeal taken on 
the same point? 

The CHAIRMAN, 

Mr. SICKLES. 
since. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. 
same question. 

The House divided; and the tellers reported— 
ayes 39, noes 84. 

So the decision of the Chair was reversed. 


It was. 
No busimess has intervened 


It was not the 


| LEGISLATIVE, ETC., APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. J.GLANCY JONES. I now move to take | 
up House bill No, 201, being the bill making ap- | 


propriations for the legislative, executive, and ju- 


_ dicial expenses of the Government for the year 
ending the 30th June, 1859. 


The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will read the 


_ pending amendment. 


The amendment was read, as follows: 


Page 7, lines one hundred and thirty-eight and one bun- 
dred and thirty-nine, strike out the words “ the draughts- 
men and clerks employed upon the land maps.”’ 


Ls GLOBE. 





May 3, 


roceeds to the consideration of that ame: 

desire to modify an amendment I offered 1 
other day, when this bill was under consideration. 
In the amendment adopted by the committee . 
the compensation of the reporters of the Hous» 
I desire to have the words ** the present is 








A ne 


hdmen:, 


Sega, 


| of Congress”’ stricken out, and the words Kf 


the second session of the Thirty-Fifth Congress” 
inserted. This is an appropriation bill for th 
next fiscal year, and 1 desire to have this amen, 
ment apply to the next session of Congress, a), 
not to the present, as the amendment now standc 

Mr. DAVIDSON. I desire to ask the Chai, « 
question. What becomes of the old soldiers’ jij: 
1 would like to know. 

The CHAIRMAN. If the gentleman had paiy 
attention to the proceedings of the committee hy 
would have known. [{Laughter.] 

Mr. DAVIDSON. I only wanted the reporters 
to know that [ asked the question. [Laughter.} 

The CHAIRMAN, When the bill was und.; 
consideration last, in Committee of the Who), 
the gentleman from Ohio offered an amendmey: 
making an appropriation for the compensation of 
the reporters for the present session of Congress. 
He now proposes to modify that amendment as 
he has stated. 

Mr. REAGAN. That amendment has been 
voted upon and disposed of. 


The CHAIRMAN. If there is any objection, 


nd- 


the modification cannot be made. 


Mr. SEWARD. The amendment was adopted, 


| and cannot now be changed. 


Mr.SHERMAN, of Ohio. The gentleman from 
Georgia does not understand the matter. The 
Clerk drew up the amendment I offered, and made 
the appropriation apply to the present session of 


| this Congress, when it ought to apply to the next 


Session. 
Mr. J.GLANCY JONES. When the com- 


mittee was last in session upon this bill, an amend- 


| ment was offered by the gentleman from Ohio to 





Mr. SHERMAN, of Ohio. Before the House || 


| has no verbal inaccuracy about it. 


provide for the compensation of the reporters of 
this House. I objected to that amendment, and 
voted against it. The committee, however, voted 
itin by adecided majority. I understand the gen- 
tleman from Ohio now merely asks to correct a 
verbal inaccuracy. I know it is not in order to 
go back, but I have no objection to a correction 
of the phraseology of the proposition which does 
not alter it in any particular. 

TheCHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Geor- 
gia objects. 

Mr.J.GLANCY JONES. Then [ask to have 
the pending amendment reported. 

Mr. SEWARD. 1 do not desire to be under- 
stood as objecting. 

Mr. REAGAN. 1 renew the objection. 

Mr. J.GLANCY JONES. The pending bill 
to which this amendment was offered, is the an- 
nual appropriation bill for the fiscal year ending 
30th June, 1859—the next fiscal year. Now, | 
objected to the amendment at the time it was of- 
fered; but the committee voted it in by a decisive 
majority. The amendment has this verbal inac- 
curacy about it: that, while the bill is for the ex- 
penses of the next fiscal year, the amendment 
applies to the present ical sink 

Either the amendment ought to be stricken out, 
or this inaccuracy ought to be corrected. 

The CHAIRMAN. Thegentleman from Penn- 
sylvania is well aware of the fact that the com- 
mittee cannot go back to take up matter that has 
been passed upon, except by general consent. 
Objection being made, the Chair has directed the 
Clerk to report the pending amendment. 

Mr. JONES, of ‘Tennessee. Debate vn this bill 
has not yet been closed. 

The CHAIRMAN. It has not been. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The amendment 
It is just as 
it was intended at the time it was offered; and 
why is it that it is now necessary to change !t, 
and make it apply to the next session? It 1s be- 
cause your deficiency bill, signed by the Speaker, 
and just announced to the House as enrolied, ap- 
propriated this same $800 to each reporter for the 
present session of Congress, It is therefore ne- 
cessary, in order not to give them two extras for 
this session, to make this apply to the next ses- 
sion, which will come in the fiscal year for which 
this bill, now before the committee, is intended 
to make appropriations. That is the reason. If it 
remains as it is, of course the Howse will, when 
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‘ha Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
+ ion reports back this amendment, vote it down, 
~ vou have already made the appropriation for 
cs ‘. extra for this present session. 

‘Mr. NICHOLS. Is this bill open to general 
giscussion Now? a F 

The CHAIRMAN. It is, so soon asthe pend- 

- amendment is reported. 
“Vir, NICHOLS. Butis it not open for general 
tigcussion on this amendment, as well as on all 
‘on other sections of the bill? I understand the 
soperal debate is not closed yet. 
The CHAIRMAN. It is not. 

Mr. NICHOLS. Then Ll understand it is open 
debate, not only with regard to thisamendment, 
’ it to all the provisions of the bill. 

The COAIRMAN. Yes. 

Mr. NICHOLS. InthatviewI propose to dis- 
cuss lt. 

Mr. SHERMAN, of Ohio. [hope my colleague 
will give me leave to give notice that when this 
‘| shall be reported to the House, I will offer 
he amendment that I have suggested. 
“The CHAIRMAN. The pending amendment 
ty the bill is to strike out, in lines one hundred 
and thirty-eight and one hundred and thirty-nine, 
the following words: 


| 








“The draughtsmen and clerks employed on the land 
maps.” 
So that the bill, if amended, will read: 

Por the compensation of clerks to comuittees, and tem- 
porary clerks in the office of the Clerk of the House of Rep- 
resentatives, $25,000. 


Mr. COBB. Will the gentleman from Ohio 
permit me to have that amendment modified ? 

' The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Ohio 
is entitled to the floor. 

Mr. NICHOLS. In the deficiency bill just 
massed, and which has probably by this time re- 
ceived the signature of the President, the extra 
compensation to the reporters of the Globe for 
this year is provided for. My colleague now de- 
sires that a provision of the same character shall 
be made for the payment of the reporters for the 
next year, in this bill; as it has been for the vari- 
ous appropriation bills in the years past. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, I do not know whether 
I may be able to get the floor again; but I wish 
to say now, in correction of many things that 
were said in regard to thisappropriation, that, sev- 
eral years ago, when the question of advancing 
the salaries of the employés of the Flouse was 
mooted in Congress, the gentlemen who then 
comprised this corps, eight in number, asked to 
enjoy the same advantages, inasmuch as their ser- 
vices were less easily dispensed with than those 
of any of the employés of the House. The re- 
porters asked to have the advantage of the gratu- 
ities which the House and Senate were voting to 
theiremployés from time to time. On their peti- 
tion an investigation was had; and a former mem- 
her of Congress from the State of Missouri, (Mr. 
Hall,) made a report to the House. That report 
stated the faet that these men were in the employ- 
ment of a private citizen; and in order that the 
fluctuations of political parties in this Flouse might 
liave no effect on the debates, or govern them in 
the least, and to insure their faithful services, rec- 
ommended that the House should give them this 
reward for faithful services. 1 expect that my 
friend from ‘Tennessee will recollect the incident, 
and the time also, when this appropriation com - 
menced. From that day to this, this amount has 
been awarded to them. Now, whether the item 
is properly in this bill or not [ do not know, nor 
do lcare; but it has been the custom of the House 
to provide for itin the regular appropriation bills. 
It is provided for this session in the deficiency 
bill; and the question simply arises, whether we 
should provide for it now in the appropriation bill 
for the coming fiscal year, or whether we should 
Wait and put it into another deficiency bill next 
session? That is the question, as | understand 
it, in regard to this item for the reporters. 

But, Mr. Chairman, the bill is under consider- 
ation in all its provisions, | desire to give notice 
now, that under the five-minute rule I shall pro- 


pose to reduce the amount appropriated from line | 


one hundred and ninety-two to line one hundred 


and ninety-five, for the compensation of the Sec- | 


retary of State, the assistant Secretary of State, | 


clerks, messengers, assistant messengers, and la- | 
borers in the office, $3,600. This, Mr. Chair- | 


man, may appear to be an insignificant reduction, 
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and if the $3,600 by which I propose to reduce the 
amount, were all to be affected by it, [should not 
take the trouble of moving the amendment. Now, 
Mr. Chairman, there is in the Department of 
State, a division called the bureau of statistics. It 


| was created by an act approved August, 1856. 
| The third section of the act creating the bureau, 
is as follows: 


“And he it further enacted, That the Secretary of State 
be, and he hereby is, authorized antl required to appoint 


| one clerk, who shall have charge’of the statistics in the said 


Department, and shail be called Superintendent of Statis- 
tics, and shall receive a salary of $2,000 per annum, and 
shall be allowed, as an assistant, one clerk of the third class, 
which clerk the Secretary of State is hereby authorized to 
appoint.’? 

In order that my motion may not be mistaken 
about this matter, | wanted to bring it to the at- 
tention of the House, that the House may either 
change the system or abolish the office under the 
resent system. 

Mr. J. GLANCY JONES. I wish to ask the 
gentleman from Ohio if he has any doubt as to the 
fact of every dollar of appropriation inserted in 
this bill being in accordance with law? 

Mr. NICHOLS. lI have not, sir. 

Mr. J. GLANCY JONES. Does the gentle- 
man propose to repeal the law, or to make it void 
by striking out the appropriations for offices cre- 
ated by law? I wish to understand if that is the 
point, 

Mr. NICHOLS. I understand that every sec- 
tion of the bill is open to discussion. I propose 
at the proper time to offer the amendment which 
I have indicated. | have aright totravel over the 
ground occupied by this bill, and to dispute, if I 
see proper to do so, the necessity of all its appro- 
priations. The general debate, as 1 understand 
it, is notclosed, and if gentlemen will hear me for 
ten minutes, that is all the time 1 will consume. 


| | have indicated the purpose for which I rose, and 


I desire to state the reasons which have animated 
me in thismotion. And I frankly say, Mr. Chair- 
man, that I make these observations more for the 
sake of bringing the matter to the attention of the 
House,and of the proper committees of the House, 


| so that the office, if unnecessary, may be abol- 


ished, than of any permanent effect on the bill 
itself, 

Now, sir, I have put in writing my reasons*for 
the motion I have made, and | proceed to read 
them: 

My attention was first called to this subject by 


the difficulty experienced by the Committee on 
- 


| Printing in deciding how to print the ** Annual 


‘very difficult to print. 


Report on Foreign Commerce from the State De- 
partment, for 1856.’’ The gentleman from Iili- 
nois, [Mr. Wasuburve,] then chairman of the 
Committee on Commerce, had introduced a res- 
olution, which was adopted, that it should be 
printed in quarto. A reconsideration was carried 
on my motion on the last night of the session; but 
the Committee on Printing found itself, subse- 
quently, forced, by the character of the work and 
the magnitude of the tabular statements, to accede 
to the expensive quarto form. Well, the printing 
of this volume of about four hundred and fifty 
pages, cost nearly nine thousand dollars, simply 
for the regular number of copies, no extra copies 
being called for, or about three dollars each copy, 
an extraordinary price, because the work was 
At the commencement of 
the present session the **annual report for 1857”" 
came in and was ordered to be printed, and must, 
of necessity, be printed in quarto form, and at 
like expense, as the former. in view of these cir- 
cumstances | was led to examine the printed re- 


| port to ascertain its character, and whether the 


value of its contents was commensurate with the 
extraordinary expense incurred. With much in- 


_ formation of a fixed and standard character, and 


of great value, i found much more which was 
ephemeral; and I saw plainly that it must always 
be the case, that before the commercial informa- 


| tion embodied in such a report could be got before 


the country in this form at the end of a year, it 
would have lost much, if not all, of its import- 
ance. Still, if a small annual document in octavo 
form could be put forth each year, it might be 


well to do it; but on the present plan that is im- | 


ossible. 
Within the last four years more than two hun- 
dred thousand dollars have been expended in for- 


eign commercial statistics. The printing alone, of | 


1917 
$170,000. This money has not been wasted—far 
from it: the result of the expenditure does credit 
to the country, and always will; but to prolong it, 
especially in the present Condition of the Preasury 
would not only be prodigal, but needless. It will 
be many years before any considerable expendi- 
ture for this object will again be required. Annual 
statements on this subject of foreign commerce, in 
an expensive form, are needless. Changes in com- 
mercial regulations, in all countries, are of almost 
daily occurrence. It is only digests of statements 
for series of years, and deductions drawn from the 
comparisons, that are of value to warrant the vast 
expense of the collection, preparation, and publi- 
cation of such matter—the most expensive of all 
matter. The last report on foreign commercial 
relations, prior to the large work just completed, 
was made by Mr. Webster in 1842—sixteen years 
ago; and, since the Government was founded, 
there have been only three such reports, the first 
being made by Mr. Jefferson in 1793. 

it was proposed to make this bureau of statistics 
a collector of mercantile facts, of mercantile laws, 
and mercantile changes—a detailed statement of 
the foreign commerce of the country, from time 
to time, and strictly adapted to the wants of the 
country. It was proposed to follow the system 
now adopted in France, by their Chamber of Com- 
merce there, under which they gathered up the 
details of the commerce of the country and of the 
world, and published them in the shape of tracts 
for monthly issue among the bankers, merchants, 
and business men of the country. But that sys- 
tem was not carried out. When Mr. Marcy left 
the office, he left it with a work which had been 
collected under his administration of the office, 
which,as [humbly conceive, does credit to him as 
the head, and to those under himin the Department 
who prepared the work. I allude, sir, to the Com- 
mercial Relations. But how is it now with the an- 
nual report? They gather up statistics and figures 
during the year, and they are submitted to Con- 
gress, and are ordered to be printed, and the result 
is, that by the time the whole matter has reached 
the country the status has changed, and the tables 
are not reliable; by the time the document meets 
the public eye its facts, figures, and conclusions 
are but so much dead matter. 

Now, sir, the expense annually incurred on this 
useless system has been the subject of investiga- 
tion and remark at the State Department, and so 
convineed was the former head of the bureau of 
statistics of the utter inutility of the concern, that 
he recommended to the head of the State Depart- 
ment that the office, in its present condition, was 
no longer necessary. IL apprehend, sir, that the 
gentlemen of the Ways and Means Committee, 
who have charge of this matter, can apply the 
pruning knife to the useless expenditures at the 
State Department, if they will make inquiry into 
the facts. They will find, I think, that the resig- 
nation of the former superintendent of the bureau 
of statistics was accepted upon the express dec- 
laration of the present Secretary of State, that, in 
his view, the office was no longer necessary, and 
ought to be abolished. And yet, in these esti- 
mates from the State Department, we find that 
the salaries of these officers are provided for. I do 
not know whether the movement for the abroga- 
tion of this system should originate in the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means or in the Committee 
of Commerce, or in some other committee; but if 
the system must be continued at all, let us at least 
change it. 

Mr. WINSLOW. I will say to the gentleman 
from Ohio that the subject is now under consid- 
eration in a bill before the Committee on the Li- 
brary. 

Mr. NICHOLS. Iam glad to hear it. I have 
been led to make these remarks from the investi- 
gation L have made into the subject from my con- 
nection with the printing of the work—nothing 
more and séiiinn lane But whilst I say this, sir, I 
do not pretend to say that, under a proper sys- 
tem, under proper management, this bureau might 
be raade the means of the greatest practical utility 


_ and good to the country. If you adopt the English 


or French system, and report at brief periods 
such informationas is of value to the business of 
the country, depend upon it, this bureau will 
amount to something. 

I cannot take my seat without paying a just 
tribute to the late Mr. Marcy and Mr. Flagg, who 


. ; it « 
the four volumes on commercial relations, cost \! had charge of the preparations of the volume 
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known as the Commercial Relations. I do not 
intend that that tribute shall rest upon my word 
alone. But Il want the Louse to understand the 
distinction which exists between the report on 
commercial relations and the annual statistics 
gathered up and embodied in the annual report 
trom the State Department. The one contaius all 
the commercial laws of the world—the compara- 
tive tariffs, the consular returns, and a vast body 
of information for American merchants, gathered 
from every avenue of trade in the world, and em- 
Lbodying the experience of years. The other is 
restricted simply to the port regulations and the 
changes from day to day in the commercial in- 
terests of the world. Thus, for instance, a reg- 
ulation prevails one month in a country, and the 
next month itis altered; and the matter of mo- 


mentary interest thus collected month by month | 


is gathered up and putin the annual report. It 
is furnished to us as the existing law or commer- 
cial regulations of a country, when, in fact, it is 
dead and useless. 

Now, | propose to introduce authorities in ref- 
erence to this work called Commercial Statistics; 
or, the Commercial Relations of the United States 
with all Nations. Sir, I hold in my hand several 
testimonials from foreign sources—one from the 
leading commercial paper of England, and an- 
other from the department of agriculture and com- 
merce in France. 

Mr. J. GLANCY JONES. I wish the gentle- 
man would allow me, before he takes his seat, to 
say a word. The debate not having been closed, 
he has a right to discuss any subject, | suppose. 

Mr. NICHIOLS. No, sir; not any subject. 

Mr. J. GLANCY JONES. Well, any subject 
connected with the appropriations. I merely wish 
to correct what is, perhaps, an erroneous impres- 
sion. I would say to the gentleman from Ohio 
that perhaps IL do not differ with him much in re- 
gard to the necessity of reform; but 1 wish to 
inform the gentleman and the committee that Con- 
gress has provided by law for the performance of 
this duty. It has created these officers. Itisa 
duty incumbent upon the Department to estimate 
for their salaries. ‘They have only sent to Con- 
gress an estimate of the money necessary to carry 
out its will. [wish to say further that the proper 
committee has been called upon by the Depart- 
ment to bring about the reform suggested by the 
Government. 

But I wish, if he chooses to have a reform, that 
he would pursue the proper course; and that is 
to repeal the law and remedy the evil by striking 
at the heart of it, and not to raise questions on 
the appropriation bills, nor to imply a want of 
dispostiton on the part of the Committee of Ways 
and Mea sufficiently economical. The 
gentleman knows that it is made the positive 
duty of the Executive and heads of Departments 
to submit to Congre 


is to be 


s estimates for appropria- 
tions necessary for the discharge of duties im- 
posed on them by the law. 1 am with the gen- 
tleman perhaps to the fullest extent in his effort 
to economize our expenditures. am willing to 
go for every legitimate reform. ut this, sir, is 
a matter over which the Committee of Ways and 
Means has no discretionary power. The gentle- 
man has alluded to that committee as the proper 
committee to inaugurate reforms. ‘The gendeman 
knows that that committee has no such power. 
If the Committee of Ways and Means were to 
come into the House and undertake to refuse to 
include in the appropriation bills appropriations 
under law, because they thought the law unwise 
and inexpedient, the gentleman himself would be 
the first to rise in his seat and censure the com- 
mittee for an exercise of undue power. It is not 
for the Committee of Ways and Means to inquire 
in regard to the wisdom of the law authorizing an 
appropriation; but its province is to provide ap- 
wopriations for the execution of existing laws. 

f there be any fault, itis with Congress. Con- 

gress has mode the law, which for its execution 

requires an appropriation; and if this appropria- 

tion is not proper, then let the laws be repealed. 

It is Congress that directs that the Executive De- 

partments shall execute certain laws; and to do so 

it is necessary that these appropriations should 

be made. 

Mr. NICHOLS. I would inquire of the gen- 
tleman whether the former superintendent did not 
resign his office under the express declaration that 
a discharge of the duties of the officer was no | 


I 
b 


longer necessary; and whether, after that, and 
| during this year, a successor was appointed ? 


Mr. J.GLANCY JONES. 
rentleman with great pleasure. I have never in- 
quired in reference to that fact. Ido not know 
what induced the gentleman alluded to to resign 
the office. 

Mr. KELLY. Ihave made some inquiry on 
this subject, and from the best information I could 
get, Llearn that Mr. Flagg was compelled to re- 
sign because there were charges made against him 


I will reply to the 
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| might be reduced. I[ did not refer to the C 
'tee of Ways and Means alone; I referre 


to the effect that he had employed women osten- | 
sibly at four dollars aday, and only paid them at 


two dollars a day, requiring their receipts for four 
dollars aday. This fact was ascertained by the 
genUeman who represents the Committee on Com- 
merce of the Senate. When he found that such 
was the case, he went to the State Department and 
said that if Mr. Flagg was not turned out of that 
office he would expose the matter to the country. 
This was the reason why Mr. Flagg was com- 
pelle d to resign. 

So far as the bureau itself is concerned, every 
gentleman knows that there is no bureau in the 


Government that has been so effective in giving | 


the country valuable statistical information. But 
Mr.Plagg being compelled to resign, now comes to 
Congress and makes the effort to abolish a bureau 
which has been of so much benefit to the country. 

Mr. NICHOLS. I beg leave to say that, so 
faras my action here is concerned, Mr. Flagg has 
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, ; a d to the 
committees to which these subjects appropriately 
belong. I know no reason why estimates bomen 
upon a law no longer necessary, or which helen. 
pended its force, may not be reviewed in anapy ; 
priation bill. 

Mr. WINSLOW. With the permission of my 
friend from Ohio, I will state what I know alo,) 
this matter, There isa bill before the Committe. 
on the Library providing for the distribution o¢ 
the public documents now on hand in the library 
There are in the State Department a large mass of 
books and documents, in number about five hyp. 
dred thousand. The proposition was to provide 
for the distribution of all these. It was also dp. 
sirable to remove the copyright books from th» 
State to the Interior Department, and to relieys 
the Department of that matter not properly ap. 
pertaining to its duties. I was informed that th» 
necessity of a continuance of the bureau of gta. 
tistics had ceased. It is proper to say that I had 
no conference with the head of the State Depart- 
ment, but the information received by me was 
from Mr. Flagg. I looked into the matter, ani 
certainly came to the conclusion that my friend 
from Ohio has reached—that the usual annual pub. 


TO. 


| lication of the commercial statistics was wholly 


nothing to do withit whatever. He has been con- | 
nected with that bureau, but I have spoken to him 


hardly halfa dozentimes. Let me say one thing 
to the gentleman from New York. 
may be the secret reasons which may be urged 
here, as having caused Mr. Flage’s removal, I 


Whatever | 


can produce a letter from General Cass to him, in | 


which it is stated that his resignation is accepted 
because the duties before appertaining to the bu- 
reau were no longer necessary. 

Mr. KELLY. If information on the subject 


be desired for the House and the country, let a | 
resolution be introduced and passed, calling on the | 


State Department to furnish it. 


Mr.WASHBURNE, of Illinois. Does the gen- | 


tleman make a charge against Mr. Flagg? 

Mr. KELLY. Ido not make any charge. I 
only give what information | have derived from 
a source believed by me to be reliable. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. State your 
source of information ? 

Mr. KELLY. The State Department itself. 

Mr. NICHOLS. Ido not want now to go into 
outside controversy. My effert now is to take a 
proper view of what the public necessity requires 
us to do in this matter. And let me say to the 
chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means 


that my object is accomplished in the declaration | 


ofthe gentleman from North Carolina, [Mr.Wins- 


Low,]| and the declaration of the gentleman him- | 
self. [tis nothing to me who fills the office. They | 


are all children of one family; and I am none of 
them; and I am sure that Lhave no right to inter- 


meddle with Democratic domestic affairs. [Laugh- | 


ter.] Ido not care for the distribution of their 
Democratic patronage. 
and have no friends who want it; and I do not 
propose to go into that matter. That was not my 
object in rising. While Il want to get rid of the 
causes ofuselessexpenditures ofthe publicmoney, 
yet, sir, | want to retain upon the statute-book 
what is worthy of commendation, and what is 
really for the public good, 

I will say to the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
[Mr. J. Guancy Jones} that I do not find fault 
with the Committee of Ways and Means. I do 
not think that IL have evinced any such disposi- 
tion in the remarks which | have made. 

Mr. J. GLANCY JONES. 
comiittee, I do not shrink froma scrutiny of the 
acts of that committee, in the aggregate or indi- 
vidually. My friend will remember that he held 
out the opinion that it was the duty of that com- 
mittee to reform these expenditures. I reply to 


> ccm 
I do not want it myself, 


On behalf of the 


that, that the Committee of Ways and Means | 


have no power to go behind the law. Theirduty | 


properly is, to provide appropriations called for 
by the law. 

Mr. NICHOLS. The gentleman has misap- 
prehended me. Lhave no object to embarrass the 
gentleman at all; | have only, in my remarks, 
pointed the Committee of Ways and Means to the 
places where the expenditures of the Government 


I 


useless, and that the suppression of that bureay 
would save to the Goveriment some fifteen thoy. 
sand dollars. The usual reports may still con- 
tinue, but, in my judgment, ought more properly 
to be reported to the Treasury Department. If 
their publication hereafter may be desirable, a 
digest every five or ten years would be much 
more useful. 1 intended, therefore, to insert, by 
way of amendment to the bill now before the Li- 
brary Committee, a clause to repeal the law pro- 
viding for such publication. As I remarked, | 
had no communication with the Department of 
State, preferring to wait until the bill was per- 
fected, to submit it to that Department and to the 
Interior Department for any suggestions they 
might have to make. I repeat, however, that | 
entirely agree with my friend from Ohio in his 
conclusions. 

Mr. NICHOLS. I desire to conclude what I 
have to say. Ll wish the gentleman from New 
York to understand that, in reference to anything 
he may say about troubles in the Democratic 


camp, which may have led to the removal of any 


of its children, Ll desire to enter into no discussion. 
I have nothing to do with it, then, or the difficul- 
ties of this happy family. 

Mr. KELLY. I think the gentleman from 
Ohio is entirely in error. The duty of the stati- 
cians in the State Department is to collate and 
compile all the reports made by consuls at foreign 
ports on commercial matters, and everything 
which pertains to the welfare and benefit of this 
Government. It is done not only for the benefit 
of commercial men, but for the benefit of the com- 
munity generally; and I think the abolition of that 
particular branch of the Government would be 
entirely wrong. The whole expense of keeping 
it up amounts to very little. 

I say again that the whole of this matter origin- 
ated—though I do not attribute it to the gentle- 
man from Ohio—on the part of disappointed gen- 
tlemen who had been turned out of office, and in 
nothing else. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I had some 
connection, in the last Congress, with this work 
on commercial relations, to which allusion has 
been made. I think I introduced the act of Au- 
gust 18, 1856, from the Committee on Commerce, 
by which this bureau was created. I think that 
is so; though I have given this matter very little 
attention during this session of Congress. The 
House and the country know the result whicli 
has flowed from the passage of that act. This 
work has been printed, and has gone to the coul- 
try, and its merits have been passed upon, both 
by Congress and by the country. I think it will 
be conceded thatit is one of the most useful works 
which has even been printed by the Government. 

I was not aware that it was the intention to keep 
up, or toestablish such a system as is proposed 
now. I very much doubt the policy of carrying 


the system any further than it has been carried. 
Whether the particular mode by whiclt the gen- 
tleman from b 

the best, I do not propose to say. 
subject to which 


hio proposes to reach that end is 
I think it is a 
e attention of the members ol 
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1858. THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


the Bees might well be directed, swhether the | 
fits to be derived from a continuance of this 
om are worth what it will cost to the Govern- 

en it my principal object in asking my friend to 

j me the floor was to say a word here in ref- 

.to Mr. Flagg. I have had some acquaint- 

- with that gentleman from my connection 

with this matter during the last Congress, and I 
, astonished at the charges the gentleman from 
ow York has made here to-day; and [ think it 

i. a to Mr. Flagg that the gentleman from New 
¥ wk 8 hould state "his authority. Those ec harge 3 

to the country, and reflect severely upon Mr. 

Flagg KELLY. I have made no charges. 

Mr. NICHOLS. I desire to conclude my re- 
marks, but the gentlemen are consuming my ume. 

Mr. KELLY. I desire to say 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from New 
York is not in order. 

Mr. KELLY. I desire to say this: if the gen- 
loan desires to have this matter investigated, let 
him introduce a resolution for that purpose. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, Illinois. 1 hardly 
think it fair for the gentleman from New York to 
cetup here and make charges upon rumor against 

») honorable man—a man who has held an im- 
oortant position, and has discharged his duties, 

; | think every gentleman will concede, with 
signal ability. 

Mr. KELLY. I have made no charge, and 
hall make no charge, against the gentleman. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. Will the 
rntleman state his authority for what he has 
said? 

Mr. NICHOLS. 1 cannot agree to yield any 
, furthe r. I have something further to say upon 

lis subject myself. 

Mtr. KELLY. I will say 

Mr. NICHOLS. Inasmuch as I have declined 
toyield tothe gentleman from New York, | must 
esume the floor from the gentleman from Llinois. 

Mr. KELLY. Mr. Chairman 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Ohio 
is entitled to the floor. 

Mr. NICHOLS. With all these extraneous 
matters—with the discussion of family differences 
ad difficulties, which have led to the removal of 
one man and the substitution of another—I have 
nothing to do, and I desire to have nothing to do 
with them. Such was not my object in raising 
this discussion. 

I am extremely gratified to hear from the gen- 
tleman from North Carolina [Mr. Winstow] ‘that 

» very subjec twhich has occupied my attention 
for some time has also occupied the attention of 
an appropriate committee of the House. I was 

‘atified to hear that he has arrived at the same 
conclusion that | have arrived at. Ido not know 
who fills this office. It is nothing to me who does. 
\s I said, sir, iam happy to hear the gentleman 
from North Carolina [Mr. Wins.tow] say that his 
committee has arrived at the same conclusion 
which | wished to indicate when I rose this morn- 
ing and took the floor. So far as the character of 
the work, which is the sole and only result of this 
bureau, is concerned, | only ask that the Clerk 
read the extracts which I send to the Clerk’s 
desk. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

“The London Atheneum of February 29, 1858, in no- 
tcing volume four of the * Coinmercial Relations,’ says: 
‘The highest praise is due to the House of Representatives 
for publishing this comprehensive and really national re- 
port, Which brings into one view the entire commercial 


status of the United States with the entire worid.”’ 

Mr. NICHOLS. And again, sir, I ask the 
Clerk to read the follo wing: 

The Clerk read: 











[Translation.} 
DerarRTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, 
CoMMERCR, AND Penric Works, 

Paris, March 25, 1857. 
A You did me the honor to transmit tome,on the 7ih 
Of this mouth, a copy of a document on the commercial re- 
lations of the Unite dé States with foreign countries, entitled 
‘Commercial Digests.’ ‘This document forms the first vol- 
une of a publication which is to be composed of three vol- 
umes, Which has been ordered by the House of Re pies onta- 
uves,and is executed ander the direction of the Secretary 
of State by Mr. Edmund Flagg, an officer of the St ute De- 
trtinent. You call my special attention to this work, which 
Has been suggested, you say, by the .@nnales du Commerce 

ferieur, and, particul: urly, to the report [letter} at the 

commencement, in which Mr. Edmund Fiagg mentions 
with praise the publication emanating from the Department 
of Azriculture and Commerce. 


Sir: 





| reasons for that opinion. 


I thank you for - having sent me this book, which is par- 
ticularly interesting to my department. The Minister of 
France at Washington had already communicated to the 
Imperial Government the remarkable report [letter] of Mr. 
Fiagg to Mr. Marcy ; and I hi ul noticed the triend!y terms 
m which it speaks of the an les du Commey Exterieur. 
These commendations acquire a still gre ate rvalue in pre 3 

ence of the work which you have been pleased to send to 

me. The volume sums up methodically the relations of 
the United States with the different foreign countri: 
well as the tariffs, and the regulations of customs anc 
navigation, and the maritime exhibits of those couttries. 
It contains, also, an analysis of all treaties of commerce 
and navigation contracted by the United States—an analy 
sis Which is made on the model of the synopsis of treaties 
contracted by France, published in the Annales du Corn 
merce Exterieur. It contains, in short, abundantand use 
ful information ; and | am happy to recognize in it marked 
improvement Over works of the same character previously 

published by the American Government. A further im 

provement will be accomplished when, in aceordance with 

the wish of Mr. Flagg, Congress shall prescribe a continu 
ous, periodical, and practically usetul publication, like that 

Which my department has constantly issued for many 

years, 

I should be very much obliged to you if you could pro 
cure for the use of the bureau of Foreign Commerce a see 
ond copy of the Commercial Digests, and hereatter for- 
ward to me, in duplicate, copies of the other volumes as 
soon as they shall have appeared. 

Accept, sir, the assurance of my entire consideration. 

ROUHER, 
Minister of Agriculture, Commerce, and Publi: 

Mr. NICHOLS. Mr. Chairman, one word in 
reference to the statement made by the gentleman 
from New York as to the utility of the bureau as 
at present organized, ‘The gentleman from North 
Carolina said that his committee, which had given 
the subject a careful consideration, thought it was 
unnecessary. I think so too, and I will give my 
If it be desirable to col- 
lect statements of this ¢ - iracter, then it is desira- 
ble that they shall be collated and analyzed. Here 
(exhibiting a copy) isa colin of statistics col- 
lected under an old law—the law of 1842. Unless 
you confine this thing to adigest of the results of 
trade which have been obtained, and which digest 
shall be given periodically, the collection of sta- 
tistics amounts to a mere nonentity. Before these 
mere statistical tables are got out there will have 
been changes and modifications, and they willthen 
be utterly unreliable. I believe the Government 
could make a department of the kind useful to the 
country. [be lieve that the man who last presided 
over the State De ‘partment had correct ideas on the 
subject when he proposed a monthly or a semi- 
monthly report of the results of trade throughout 
the world. With comprehensive grasp of intel- 
lect, that great statesman, in his range of thought 
and ideas, traversed the whole world; he sought 
the improvements in the arts, sciences, and 
manufactures of all nations—with their commer- 
cial changes, and the cause of their growth in com- 
mercial prosperity. He soughtto make the arts, 
the sciences, the commercial knowledge, and the 
prosperity of the globe, subordinate to the inter- 
ests and prosperity of our own people; but such, 
sir, is not the ruling spir itof that De ‘par tment now. 

Mr. MAYNARD. Ishould like to know who 
is the present head of the bureau? 

Mr. NICHOLS. These interruptions have en- 
tirely broken the thread of my remarks. I find that 
| have oceupied about enough of the time of the 
committee with this question. I believe, I will 
say in conclusion, that there ought to be a good 
statistical bureau, and that it should be trans- 
ferred from the State to the ‘Treasury Department, 

to which it properly belongs. I am sorry that 
anything [have said m: ly hi ive given occasion for 
a distur! vance In the internal ec onomy * the party 
of my Democratic friends; and I trust, sir, these 
gentlemen who have de ere the fret that they 
are not, as might be hoped, t ‘‘*happy family, 
will believe me when I say t thst I had no objec 
in view which would provoke recriminations in 
any part of this Hall. 

Mr. RUFFIN Saito the floor, but viel led to 

Mr. J. GLANCY JONES. With the gentle- 
man’s permission, I will send to the Clerk’s desk 
the law under which this thing is done. 

The Clerk read, as follows: 

An act to amend an actentitled “ An act requiring foreign 
regulations of commerce to be laid annually betore Con- 
gress,” approved August 16, 1842, and for other purposes 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatires 

ofthe United States of America in Congress assembled, That 





Works. 


in addition to the changes and modifications in the com 
mercial systems of other nations, now reauired by said aet, 
t shall be the duty of the Secretary of State to lay before 


Congress annually, within sixty days after the coummence 
mentof each ordinary session, as a part of said report, all 


| other commercial information communicated to the State 


1919 


Department by consular and diplomatic agents of this Gov- 
ernment abroad, or contained in the official publications of 
other Governments, which he shall deem sufficiently im 
portant. 

Se 2. .dnd he it further enacted, That to enable the 
Seeretary of State to make said report, itis hereby declared 
to be the duty of-consuls and commercial agents of the Ui 
ted States ip foreign countries, to procure and transmit to 
the Departmentot State authentic commercial information 
respecting said countries, of sach character, and in such 
tmainner and torm, and at such times, as said Department 
nay, from time to time presence ; and it shall be the duty 
of the Seeretary ot State, in said annual report, to specity 
the names of any ofsaid officers who may lave been remiss 
in theirduty enjomed by this act. 

Sec. J. wind bei filyther enacted, That the Secretary of 
State be, and is hereby, authorized and required to appoint 
one clerk, who shall have charge of statistics in said De- 
partment, and shall be called ‘+ Superintendent of Statis- 
tics,”? and shall receive a salary of two thousand dollars per 
annum, and shall be allowed as an assistant one clerk of 
the third class, which clerk the Secretary of State is hereby 
authorized and required to appoint. 

Approved, ugust 18, 1856. 


MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT. 


Here the committee rose informally; and Mr. 
Mituson having taken the chair, in the absence 
of the Spe aker, a message was received from the 
President of the United States, by Mr. James 
Buenanan Llenry, his Private Secretary, inform- 
ing the House that the President had approved an 
act for the relief of Duncan Robertson; and, also, 
that he was directed to deliver to the House of 
Representatives a message in writing. 

The message was accompanied by a vast pile 
of documents, and caused much laughter. 

The committee then resumed its session. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Mr. Chairman, 
that must be a very important message which has 
just been received from the President. I suppose 
that it must involve the safe ‘ty and perpetuity of 
this Union, from the ¢ quantity of papers that ac- 
companies it. I move that this committee rise, 
that it may be read. [I want to know what has 
brought this immense amount of papers here. I 
want to know if this is the result of the great con- 
troversy about Cuba, or ifthe Mormons are about 
to invade the Capitol. [Laughter.] 

he CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from North 
Carolina has the floor. 

Mr. RUFFIN. I will yield to the gentleman 
from Tennessee, as [ presume I shall have the 
floor when we ge into committee again. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. ‘Then! move that 
the committe @ rise 

The motion was anal to. 

So the committee rose; and the Speaker having 
resumed the chair, Mr. Burnerr reported that 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union had, according to order, had the Union 
generally unde r consideration, and particularly 
Hlouse bill No. 201, and had come to no resolu- 
tion thereon. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Mr. Speaker, with 
the consent of the House, | ask that the message 
just received from the President be taken up and 
read. 

No objection was made. 

The SPEAKER then laid before the House 
the following message from the President of the 
United States: 

To the House of Representatives: 

In compliance with the resolutions of the House of Rep- 
resentatives of 19th January, 1857, and 3d Pebruary, 1858, 
I herewit! transmit the report of the Secretary of the In 
terior, with accompanying docuinents. 

JAMES BUCHANAN. 
Wasuinoton, May 3, 1853. 

Mr. JONES, I wish to have 
those documents read, and let them be put some- 
where where the House can see them. [A laugh.] 

Mr.CLINGMAN. Letthe communication of 
the Secretary of the Interior be read. 

The communication of the Secretary of the In- 
terior was read as follows: 


of Tennessee. 


DeprarrMenT oF INTERIOR, April 30, 1858. 
Sir: [have the honor to transmit herewith copies of the 
correspondence and documents called for by the resolutions 
of the House of Representatives of January 19, 1857, aud 
February 3, 1858; also a eopy of the letter of the Acting 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs, transmitting the same to 
this Department, dated the 28th instant. 
With great respect, your obedient servant, 
‘THOMPSON, Secretary of Interior. 
To the Prestpent. 
Mr. FAULKNER. I should like to have those 
resolutions which are referred to in as message 
read, so that we may know what these d locuments 
i refer to. 
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Mr. CLINGMAN. Let us first have the letter 
of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs read. 
The letter was read as follows: 


DerarTMeNnT or THe INTERIOR, 


Orrice or inptan Arratrs, April 28, 1858. 
tin: In obedience to your direction, | have the honor to 
tra herewith copies of correspondence between this 
office and the superintendents, agents, &ec., of the saperin- 


tendes 2 of Oregon, Washington, and California, in rela 
tion to Indian Affairs, as required by House resolution of 
Jonoaary 19, 1857, referred bere by your predecessor on the 


une month; alse copies of the correspondence 


between thie office and the superintendents, agents, &e., of 
t! ipermtendes of Oregon and Washington in relation 
to tndtan affairs, and those having reference to the official 
conductor Ansou Dart. tate superintendentof (ndian affairs 
ia Oregon, as required by House resolution of February 3, 
Lee, re the House resolution of February 3, 1855, 


referred bere by vou, on the 6tlior the same mouth. 


ferred by 


Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
CHARLES EF. MIX, 
icting Commissioner. 
Hon. J. Tnompson, Secretary of the Interior. 


Mr. GREENWOOD. 
munication 8 


I believe that this com- 


in answer toa resolution offered by 


myself, and | move that u laid upon the table, 
and pri ted, 

Mr. JONES, of 
printing ot 


Tennessee, I object to the 
i Just 


: : 
a word until it has been read. 


put the papers up on the desk, and let us see 
tiem. 

Mr. MORGAN, Tam told that it required five 
clerks for nine months merely to copy tucse pa- 
ers. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Lam informed that 
it took nine cler} for SIX montus. 
Mr. MORGAN, Well, Lhave my information 
from headquat ters. 
Mr. JONES, of I learn, further, 
thac all the information contained in these papers 


’ 

ennessee, 
j Ris Beal 

Is not worth one hours bavor, 

. ryt r 

Mr. MORGAN, 


\ That is a fact. 
The SPEAKER. ‘Thec 


to be in answer 


mihunication seems 


toa resolution at the 


adopted January 19, i857. 

Nir. FAULKNER, Let it be read. 

The SPEAKER. tis not before the Chair. 

Mr. LETCHER. 
here. 

The SPEAKER, 
ceding Congress 

Mp. WASHDOURNE, of Illinois. Is it in order 
to move to lay the whole matter on the table, with- 
ou praca? , 

The SPEAKER. There 


to lay 


The Clerk has the Journal 


It wasa resolution ofa pre- 


is a motion pending 


on the table and print, and the gentleman 


can attain his object by a ki miora division of 
that question. 
Mr. WASLIBURNE, of U 


for a division. 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Elave 


Well, Lask 


hous. 


I wearightto 
have the do 
vole on printings 

The SPEAKER, Ifa majority of the Llouse 
orders the reading the Chair will lave them read. 

Mr. TONES, of Tennessee. 
ni y 
those papers before 

The SPEAKER. 
mo print, the papers need not be read un- 
les s the [lou e orders it, 

Mr. JONES, of ‘Tennessee. 
stand that kind of legislation. 

Mr. PHELPS. Letus have the resolution read 
to which this is a response. 

The SPEAKER. Itisin response to two res- 
olutions of 19th January, 1857, and 3d February, 
TSS. 

Mr. GREENWOOD. I was under the impres- 
eon that this communication was ip response to 
a resolution offered by me this session. I find, 
however, thatthe bull of the documents are not 
In respouse to that reselution, so that the remarks 
of the gentleman from New York [Mr. Morgan] 
do not apply to my resolution. My resolution 
called for information in reference to the official 
conduct of Anson Dart. That information is im- 
portant, and [trust that at least that portion of 
the documents will be printed. 

Mr. JONES, of ‘Tennessee. 
whether 

Mr. PHELPS. 
read. 

The resolution was read, as follows: 

* Joneery 19, 1857. Mr. Sage, by unanimous consent, 


submitted the following resolution ; Which was read, con- 
sidered, and agreed to; 


iunents read before we are called to 
Can you call upen 
we know what they are? 


‘The Chair thinks that ona 


on to 


I do not under- 


I wish to inquire 





I desire to have the resolution 


* Resolved, ‘That the President be requested to furnish | 


of us to vote for or against the printing of 


i 
| to this House all the correspondence and documents, not 


Llouse - 


incompatible with the poblic interest, relating to Indran af- 
fairs in the department of the Pacific—those of the Interior 
as well as those of the War Department.” 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. Would it not be com- 
petent to have those documents referred to the 
Committee on Indian Affairs without being print- 
ed? If it becomes necessary that they should be 
rinted —— 

The SPEAKER. he Chair is of opinion that 
as there is a motion pending to lay on the table, 
a motion to refer would not be in order. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I hope the gentleman will 
withdraw that motion, and let the matter be re- 
ferred to the Committee on Indian Affairs; a little 
examination worttd enable them to know whether 
any portion of this matter ought to be printed, 
and how much. I hope the subject will be re- 
ferred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I] want to make a 
question of order; and that is, that before we are 
called to vote on this question, | have a right to 
have the paper read. 

Mr. CRAIGE, of North Carolina. It was ruled 
by the Speaker of last Congress, on that same 
subject, that it did not require a majority to have 
a paper read, but that if any single member re- 
quired the reading of a paper, he had a right to 
have it read before the vote was taken. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Exactly, sir; and 
I think that to be the right construction under the 
rule. 

The SPEAKER. 
report of a committee. 

Mr. CRAIGE, of North Carolina. It was as 
to a report of a committee of conference that the 
conpstraction here referred to was made. 

Mr. GREENWOOD. I desire to withdraw 
my motion to print. 

Mr. ELALL, of Ohio. IT renew it. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I ask the gentleman to 
withdraw his motion fora moment, and Jct me 
submit the motion I speak of. If the gentleman 
does not withdraw it, [hope it will be voted down. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. Let the pronosition be 
putand voted down, and then the genUdeman from 
North Carolina can make his proposition. 

Mr. WASH BURNE, of Illinois) Do I under. 
stand that the wish of the gentleman is to move 
{ fer these documents to the Committee on In- 


That had reference to the 


to re 
dian Affairs? 

Mr. CLINGMAN. Itis. 

Mr WASHBURNE, of Illinois. And then to 
have the question taken on the motion to print? 

Mr. CLINGMAN. Yes. 

Mr. WASH BURNE, of flinois. Then I have 
no objection. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. The gentleman having 
withdrawn the motion, I move to refer the mes- 
sage of the President to the Committee on Indian 
Affairs. 

Mr. HALL, of Ohio. IT renewed the motion to 
lay on the table and print. 
Mi JON ES, of Tenn ssee, 


] renew my ques- 
tion of order. 


The first thing is to have these 
‘ad before the House disposes of them, 
that we mav know how to dispose of them, 
The SPEAKER, Is there any objection to the 
mapers being read. 
Mr. CLEMENS, 
others, objected, 
‘The question was taken, ‘Shall the papers be 
read??? and it was decided in the negative. 
Mr. JONES, of ‘Tennessee. I did not make 
the motion to have the papers read, but I asked 


papers 2 
i 


Mr. CLINGMAN, 


and 


| myright, as a memberof the House, that | may 
vote intelligently, to have these papers read, 


The SPEAKER. ‘The Chair overrules the 
question of order raised by the gentleman from 
‘Ll'ennessee. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Then I appeal 


from the decision of the Chair. 


Mr. CLINGMAN, 
on the table. 

Mr. GROW. 
rule, 

The rule was read, as follows: 

‘When the reading of a paper is called for, and the same 
is objected to by any member, it shall be determined by a 
vote of the House.” 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, called for the yeas 
and nays. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

The question was taken; and the apreal was 
laid on the table. 


| move to lay the appeal 


I ask for the reading of the 57th 


j 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. | 


| to lay on the table and print. 





May 3, 


The question recurred on Mr, Curxcmay’ 
tion. 


Mr. HALL, of Ohio. Was MY Motion no 
entertained ? Not 
The SPEAKER. The Chair did not rep 


nize the gentleman from Ohio when he rose, 


S$ Mo- 


Or. 


Mr. HALL, of Ohio. A motion was made}. 

the gentleman from Arkansas [Mr. Greexwop,, 

He Withdrew ; ce 

motion, and I immediately renewed it. [ask ¢),, 
Chair whether he entertained my motion? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair would haye en. 
tertained the motion, if he had recognized 1), 
gentleman from Ohio. At the time the gent) man 
from Ohio rose, the Chair was considering th, 
question of order raised by the gentleman fro, 
Tuaikabe e. ; x we 

Mr. CLINGMAN. Iam willing that the gop. 
tleman’s motion may go in, if it does not cut « ff 
mine, 

The SPEAKER. If the motion to lay on the 
table be received, the motion to refer cannot he 
entertained, : 

Mr. CLINGMAN. 
will be adopte d. 

Mr. HALL, of Ohio. 1 inquire of the Chair 
whether itis in order for me to move to amend 
the motion of the gentlemen from North Carol;) 
by moving to lay on the table and print? 
I wish to make that amendment. 

The SPEAKER. ‘The Chair is of opinion that 
the motion to lay on the table would take prec 
dence of the motion to refer. 

Mr. HALL, of Ohio. Then I make the motion 
that the papers be laid on the table and printed, 

Mr. HARRIS, of Hlinois, (in his seat.) I sup. 
pose that is for the benefit of the gentleman’s ¢o|- 
league, Mr. Steadman. 

Mr. JOUN COCHRANE. Is it in order to 
call for a diviston of the question? 

The SPEAKER. It is. 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. 
division 

The SPEAKER stated the first question to be 
on the motion to lay on the table. 

Mr. PHELPS. I desire to know how large 
those packages of papers are. I suppose the res- 
olution of the last session of Congress was offered 
by the gentleman from New York on account of 
the dissensions that had arisen in the Territories 
of Oregon and Washington, between General 
W ool and the Governors of those Territories—— 

Mr. CLEMENS. I object to debate. 

Mr. PHELPS. I suppose the resolution was 
introduced for that purpose—— 

Mr. CLEMENS. I object to any further de- 
bate. 

Mr. PENDLETON. This matter refers to 
claims to the amount of $5,000,000. 

Mr. MORGAN. If gentlemen will allow me 
one moment, I can tell them for what purpose 
those papers were called for 

Mr. BURNETT. IL object to discussion. 

Mr. MORGAN. Lonly want to say one word. 

Mr. LETCHER. I hope the gentlemen will 
be allowed to be heard. I want to know what 
this is about. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I insist that the 
rentleman has a right to be heard. 

Mr. BURNETT. IL have no objection to the 
gentieman from New York being heard, if | 


Then I hope my motion 


1a 


If so, 


Then I call for a 


/ motion to lay on the table be withdrawn. If it 


be, then the gentleman has a right to be heard; 
but l am for enforcing the rules of the House so 
long as we have them. 

Mr. HALL, of Ohio. 
my motion. 

Mr. GROW. 
pending? 

The SPEAKER. There is; but the Chair 
thinks the motion to lay on the table takes pre- 
cedence. 

Mr. MORGAN. Itis of no sort of consequence 
to have those papers printed. 

The motion to lay the communication and the 
accompanying papers on the table was then agree¢ 
to. 

The question recurring on the motion to print, 

Mr. STEVENSON demanded the yeas and 
nays. 

Mr. MORGAN. The gentleman who at the 
last Congress (Mr. Sage) moved the resolution 
to which these papers are a response, merely had 
this object in view 


I decline to withdraw 


Is there not a motion to print 
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